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A Grass-Grown Path 


By Lovise Upham Brooks 


ROYAL road was theirs who trod 
The martyr’s path unto their God. 
How quiet lies that shining way, 
A grass-grown path today. 


Who Are God's Children? 


Not all men are children of God— 
only those who choose to be. And how 
may we have God as Father? An incident 
has been used as an illustration of this — 
yet it is lacking. A childless woman had 
adopted four children, and one day the 
oldest, a boy of ten, said to her: “Mother, 
did you borned me or did you get me as 
you get these other babies?” The loving 
mother drew him close to her as she an- 
swered: “Mother wishes she could have 
borned you, son. She wishes it with all 
her heart, but she couldn’t. But she wanted 
you so much that she gave a whole lot of 
money for you. And you are mine” The 
application is made that we are a chosen 
race; God wanted us so much that he paid 
a priceless cost for us, and we are his. 
This is indeed true: we are his “purchased 
possession” (Eph. 1:14), “which he hath 
purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20: 
28). But the unspeakable joy and glory 
of all of us who are saved is that we are 
not only bought “with the precious blood 
of Christ,” but we are also “borned.” God 
has both redeemed and “borned” every child 
of his. He “gave his only begotten Son” 
to die in our stead, that we might “have 
redemption through his blood,” and that, 
believing in him, we might be “born again,” 
“born of the Spirit,” literally born of God 
and “borned” by God, so that we have the 


double relationship to him of adoption and 
birth. No wonder John says with thanks- 
giving, “Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God”; and exclaims in grateful joy: “Be- 
hold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God” (1 John 3:1, 2). 
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Taking Our Temperature 
Abnormal temperature of the body may 
be a sure symptom of disease. Fever is 
dangerous; so is the absence of warmth. 
Medical science has. ascertained what nor- 
mal, healthy temperature is for most of us. 
And the Great Physician knows ‘infallibly 
what our normal spiritual temperature is. 
Bishop Taylor Smith, former Chaplain 
General of the British Forces, a greatly 
beloved Keswick speaker, has said: “I 
know of nothing more helpful than rising 
early for the adjustment of the spirit, the 
mind, and the body by the Master. He will 
take our temperature, and save us from be- 
coming lukewarm— neither cold nor hot. 
He will see whether our spiritual barometer 


is rising or falling; and set it for the 
coming day. Who can estimate the value 
of such an adjustment? Henceforth, by 
God’s grace, victorious in life and effec- 
tive in service.” Surely this is sound 
counsel. Nothing can take the place of 
the morning watch, alone with God in 
Bible study and prayer. It is possible to 
have spiritual fever burning in our veins, 
and be driven beyond the will of God into 
unhealthy zeal and fanaticism. A far more 
frequent occurrence is the subnormal spir- 
itual temperature, of which the Lord warns 
as a characteristic of the end of the age 
in which we are living today, so that, “be- 
cause iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12). 
Lukewarmness is also fatal to the spiritual 
life: the risen Lord condemns it unspar- 
ingly in his message to the Laodiceans 
(Rev. 3: 13-16). So let us keep close to 
the Lord in daily prayer and in feeding 
upon his Word, that he may “take our 
temperature” and make and keep it what 
it should be. As we let him do this, we 
shall know. the holiness which alone is 
health. 
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Rivers of Living Water 


An editorial by Dr. Tom Lambie of Africa 


“And he shewed me a river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb” (Rev. 
22:1). 


HE degree of civilization of a people 

may be gauged by the care they exer- 

cise in obtaining a supply of healthful 
water. 

The first time I traveled on a boat on the 
Nile when it was coming down in flood was 
a revelation to me, for I never imagined 
water could be so dirty. It was almost 
thick with chocolate-colored mud. To take 
a bath in it would seem absolutely repul- 
sive, and yet I have seen the Egyptian 
fellaheen not only bathing in it but pres- 
ently drinking it thirstily as it swirled in 
muddy eddies along the irrigation canals, 
The very thought of it almost turns one’s 
stomach, 

On our long journeys in Ethiopia my 
wife and I have had to drink some pretty 
-desperate water, too, but we always boiled 
it first, and if we had alum we put some 
of that in to clear it a bit. Sometimes the 
only water available was from a shallow 
pond from which the whole neighborhood 
drank and in which the cattle stood, but 
if thirsty enough one will drink even this. 


In a long journey through the Boran we 
had water from deep wells, cut: down diag- 


onally into the ground. People stood on . 


the sides like an old-fashioned bucket fire 
brigade and passed buckets of water from 
hand to hand, for of course no rope could 
draw it up when the well was not per- 
pendicular. The wells had never been 
cleaned, and some of the water we had 
to drink was pretty awful. 

How wonderful to get back to civiliza- 
tion and be able to turn a water tap and 
get a drink of clear, cold, healthful water 
without needing to ask, “Is this water safe 
to drink without boiling?” 

For many years- Pittsburgh, Pa., got the 
water supply from the Allegheny River 
without filtering it. The towns above 
Pittsburgh had many foreigners living there 
who had the most primitive sanitary ar- 
rangements. Many of these had typhoid 
fever, and the germs got into the. city 
water mains. Every year many thousands 
of people had typhoid fever, and one in 
ten died. The source of water supply was 
contaminated. My sister died. Three or 
four others of my immediate family were 
sick unto death. In the crowded tenements 
death took a fearful toll. 

Few of us realize the value of pure water, 
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but the source of the stream spoken of 
in the verse in Revelation is from the 
throne of God. It is pure. 

Often the source of truth is polluted with 
untruth. -We see some great Bible teacher, 
his vision is clear; his teaching is lucid; 
his theology is sound, but somehow the 
man himself is so petty, his manners are 
so tactless, his behavior so self-centered 
and opinionated that he is unattractive and 
does not draw the men who know him 
best to Christ. At some point the clear 
stream has become polluted. 

Or it may be a preacher who preaches 
with great eloquence and some fire but 
who, nevertheless, is selfish and self-seek- 
ing. One whom I knew, when asked to 
speak at a meeting of a weak but earnest 
missionary gathering in his.city, did so 
quite acceptably, but when a letter of grati- 
tude was sent to him, replied that gratitude 
was all right, but that they had forgotten 
the check. Unwillingness to give freely of 
oneself will always contaminate the stream. 

Or it may be unkindness at home. He 
is a wonderful Christian editor. The arti- 
cles that flow from his pen have enriched 
many, but his neighbors and friends some- 
how do not care to drop into his home. 
There is a constraint in that atmosphere, 
as if a little quarrel had been interrupted 
by their arrival and the family couldn’t 
quite disguise it in their welcome, and one 
was forced to wonder if the good editor’s 
words had been wrought out on the anvil 
of experience. 

Or it may be a missionary who surely 
has nothing to gain from residence in a 
foreign land and who is no Modernist, but 
who does not-get on with his associates 
and his life and influence upon others and 
the native people do not carry with them 
the tremendous impact of a Spirit-filled 
life. It might be difficult to place one’s 
finger upon the point of failure in such 
a life, but God knows, and as a rule, in 
his soberest moments, the one spoken of 
knows, too. 

Oh, for a clearer, truer walk with God! 
Oh, that the river might be a water of 
life that flows from us! “Out of his in- 
ward parts shall flow rivers of living water” 
(John 7: 38). . 

What we need after all is not so much 
more men of sound doctrine, although God 
knows we need these desperately, too, but 
more men and women among us Funda- 
mentalists who will really adorn the Gospel, 
men who will not let the clear stream be 
polluted by the insidious germs of self, 
unlove, bitterness, thoughtfulness, pride. 

Some well taught Christians are almost 
at swords’ points with each other on ques- 
tions of whether the rapture of the saints 
is to be hidden and secret or visible and 
open, and other similar points. One would 
not wish to underestimate the importance 
of any Bible truth, for all is important, 
but more important than any correct in- 
tellectual concept of truth is the living of 
it out in our daily lives, and the failure 
to do so on the part of so many of us 
Fundamentalists is, I believe, the most 
potent reason for the too frequent failure 
to attract sinners and to win back those 
erring ones who have wandered so far 
from the clear crystal river of Biblical 
inspiration and inerrancy. The tinge of 
self and pride, of ignorance and misunder- 
standing, or unlove and bitterness that we 
so often and perhaps unwittingly have in- 
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fused, has spoiled the stream for them. It 
has lost the sparkle and beauty, the whole- 
someness and humility, the love, and the 
little childlike element. The bitter waters 
of Marah needed the tree thrown into them 
to be made sweet (Exod. 15:25). We 
need to put the tree, the cross, into all 
that we do. 

“He shewed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.” 

Beloved, let us love. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Deliverance from Temptation 


In your “Notes on Open Le ” de- 
partment could you give an answer to this 
question? In Matthew 6: 13, “Lead us not 
into temptation.” We hear this over the 
radio quite often quoted as, “Lead us out 
from temptation.” Is there authority for 
this translation? It is quite often used.— 
An Ohio reader. 


This petition in the Lord’s Prayer has 
frequently troubled thoughtful Christian 
people. But there does not seem to be 
geod authority for the exact translation 
given over the radio. Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown in their valuable Commentary 
take account of a similar translation, but 
add their own word of caution, in the fol- 
lowing comment: “Others take it as a 
prayer against yielding to temptation, and 
so equivalent to a prayer for ‘support and 
deliverance when we are tempted’; but this 
seems to go beyond the precise thing in- 
tended.” 

Early this year (February 29) the Times 
discussed editorially the question, “Is the 
Lord’s Prayer for Us Today?” In the 
editorial were the following comments on 
this petition: 


“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.” Israel’s history is a record 
of God’s leading. As we read it we are 
impressed with the wisdom of his choice 
of paths for them, and astonished at their 
lack of trust in him, their almost invariable 
desire to go some other way. “And it 
came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, that God led them not through 
the -way of the land of the Philistines, al- 
though that was near; for God said, Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they 
see war, and they return to Egypt: but God 
led the people about, through the way of 
the wilderness of the Red sea” (Exod. 13: 
17, 18). Israel’s natural choice would have 
been the way through the Philistines’ land, 
because it was short and easy, it avoided 
the obstacle of the Red Sea. But God fore- 
saw the temptation it would be to them 
to turn back into Egypt when they met war. 
Israel saw the Red Sea way as an impass- 
able evil. God saw it as a glorious oppor- 
tunity to show his saving power. 

Israel never learned to have a submis- 
sive heart toward God, a heart willing not 
to have its own way, a heart willing to 
trust him with the seeming evils of his 
way. Hence the teaching of our Lord: 
“Aiter this manner therefore pray ye ... 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” 

Similarly, how many Christians have 
reached the place of subjection to God’s 
will where they can say: “I am willing 
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not to be led into temptation!” How many 
Christians realize that into temptation is 
the very place the old nature most desires 
to go, nay, to be led, if thus the blame for 
falling into sin may be laid on the leader! 

Nor have most of us learned to trust 
our leader for deliverance from the “evils” 
in whatever path he chooses for us. The 
Greek word translated “evil” in the prayer 
may mean either “toilsome” or “hurtful.” 
Used in the masculine singular it is some- 
times translated “devil.” It suggests that 
which the evil one places in our path to 
oppose us and prevent our progress. 

We may be sure there will be some 
such “evil” in the path of God’s choosing, 
if only because Satan, the Adversary, in- 
variably opposes every move that God 
makes. But we have God’s word that 
all such obstacles, which we call “evil,” 
shall work together for our “good” (Rom. 
8:28) because God shall “deliver us” from 
that which Satan meant as evil. 

In the prayer, then, our Lord challenges 
Christians to take the attitude of heart 
toward our heavenly Father that will ex- 
press itself, in effect, in these words: “I 
am willing not to go the way I would like 
to go! I know that thy way will mean 
trial and suffering, but I am trusting thee 
to take me through!” 








Next Week — 
A Rich Christmas Number 


ty you ever stop to think what a 
miracle it was that the earthly birth 
of the Son of God should have taken place 
in insignificant Bethlehem? The birth itself 
was, of course, an amazing miracle, both 
in the fact of the virgin birth, and in the 
fact that the Son, who was in the begin- 
ning with God, and who was God, actually 
became man by human and divine birth. 

But we are not so likely to have realized 
the miracle that the birth of the Lord Jesus 
took place in Bethlehem. ‘There are facts 
brought out in the Scriptures which show 
this to be so; and Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
whose fresh and unusual Bible studies have 
often enriched these columns, has written 
for the Times Family a remarkable study 
of “The Miraculous Choice of Bethlehem.” 
This unusual and rewarding Bible study 
will appear next week in the Christmas 
Number of Tae Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMES. 

The Christmas Cover will carry an un- 
usual full-page photographic illustration of 
the streets of Bethlehem in modern times, 
yet giving a glimpse of what Joseph and 
Mary may have seen as they reached this 
prophetic little town on that momentous 
night long centuries ago. 

Other Christmas features will make next 
week’s issue of the Times a memorable 
one. If you have friends or co-workers 
in church or Sunday school who are not 
now getting the paper they may be grateful 
if you will tell them they can secure that 
number, a new series on Moody by Dr. 
Richard E. Day, author of “Bush Aglow,” 
and a wealth of other notable articles, in 
addition to the rich lesson department and 
other every-week features, at the intro- 
ductory rate of $1 for 24-weeks. Such 
subscriptions will begin with the Christmas 
Number if sent promptly to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Four reasons for believing that ‘showers of blessing” 
will still fal’ before the end of this age 








Why We May Confidently Expect Revival” 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth cheat Commision Provar Lecove 




















ECAUSE of the prayers of our Great 
High Priest. “We have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous” (1 John 2:1). The man Christ 
Jesus remembers our state and our needs. 
He bears our names upon his heart before 
God. He pours forth effectual prayers. 
Periodically he takes in his pierced hands 
the golden bowls full of incense which is 
the prayers of his saints. 
The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear anointed One; 
He cannot turn away _. 
The pleadings of ‘His Son. 

The blessings of the whole Church in 
all time and eternity are all due to Christ’s 
intercessions. Nothing happens apart from 
his prayers. He committed us to the 
Father in Gethsemane and on the cross, 
and in answer to his prayers we are in 
safe keeping. The oneness of his scattered 
people for which he prayed is evidenced 
in every revival which he originates. Only 
the intercessions of Christ can outline the 
greater blessings in store for his Church. 
Our great high priest, who has passed 
into the heavens, ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for us, and because he prays 
we have good reason to expect the mani- 
festation of his supernatural power in re- 
vival. 


A Glorious Hope for the Church 


Because of the sanctifying work of the 
Holy Ghost. “Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth... . And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth” 
(John 17:17, 19). 

The Spirit of truth, who turned us from 
the power of Satan unto God, will perfett 
his work. The Church through his work 
of sanctification will be presented to Christ, 
“a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing.” Through 
grace he will work in us to will and do 
the things that are pleasing in his sight. 
God works out our salvation by the Holy 
Spirit. It is he who leads the people of 
God to confess their sins and to seek 
cleansing from all unrighteousness. 

An illustration of his work of sanctifica- 
tion is found in the restoration of Peter. 
Though under condemnation for denying 


- his Lord, he loved Christ and his people. 


He had pleasure in working for the Lord. 
On the morning of our Lord’s resurrec- 
tion appearance at Galilee, after the mir- 
aculous draught of fishes, and when John 
had exclaimed, “It is the Lord,” Peter put 
on his coat, dived into the sea, and swam 
to shore. He loved to be with Christ. 
When others came with the net filled with 
fish,— 153 of them,— Peter went down 
to the shore and drew up the net single- 
handed, He loved to work for Christ. 
But was he in full fellowship with 
Christ? The Lord had to get into close 
dealings with him and restore him to com- 
plete fellowship. The same Lord, by his 
Holy Spirit, purposes the sanctification of 


“My soul thirsteth for thee,” wrote 
the Psalmist, “my flesh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirsty land, where 
no water is; to see thy power and thy 
glory.” How fitting these words, prob- 
ably written when David was in the 
wilderness of Judah, seem today in a 
troubled world, which is indeed like a 
“dry and thirsty land.” 

In last week’s editorial Mr. Wads- 
worth pointed out that we may expect 
revival first, because of the love and 
purposes of Christ for his Church; 
second, because of God’s great jeal- 
ousy for his own name; and third, be- 
cause of God’s fixed purpose to thwart 
Satan. In this article, which is the fifth 
in his series on revival, Mr. Wadsworth 
completes the seven reasons why Chris- 
tians may look for an astounding mani- 
festation of grace throughout the 
universal Church. 








his people. Because of this very fact may 
we not unhesitatingly expect revival? The 
covenanted unlimited ministry of the Spirit 
encourages assurance of revival. 

Because of the divine declaration of 
Christ that he will complete his Church. 
“IT will build my church” (Matt. 16: 18). 
The completion of the Church is guaran- 
teed by the Master Builder. He cannot 
fail. The Son of God, who told us the 
parable about the man who began to build 
and could not finish, and of the king mak- 
ing war who could not carry out his plan, 
himself cannot fail. He who finished cre- 
ation and the atonement will also complete 
the Church of which he is head. All power 
is given unto him in heaven and in earth. 
“Be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” 

Because the completion of the Church is 
absolutely certain through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, we may well believe to see the good- 
ness of the Lord wondrously displayed ere 
the Church age comes to its consummation. 
“Don’t Stop Praying!” 

Finally, because of the Spirit-directed, 
promise-pleading prayers of the saints. 
“Golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints” (Rev. 5:8). “And the 
smoke of the incense, which came with 
the prayers of the saints, ascended up be- 
fore God” (Rev. 8: 4). 

God encourages his people to pray even 
when they are in a most desperate case and 
when all hope seems vain. Thus the 
prophets and aposties prayed, and thus did 
our Lord pray in the days of his humilia- 
tion. Prayers originating with God, sup- 
ported by his promises, and pleaded in faith, 
will certainly be answered. Dependence 
upon God always brings divine response. 
“He will regard the prayers of the desti- 
tute, and not despise their prayer.” Prayer 
for revival is definitely in line with his 
purposes. It is not an endeavor to over- 
persuade God. It is faithful reliance upon 
God. 

In the golden bowls before the throne 


of God, where the prayers of the saints 
of the past decades are stored, are many 
intercessions for revival. In due time our 
blessed Lord will bring them up for re- 
membrance and answer. In answer to his 
effectual prayers, God who openeth and 
no man shutteth will say: “It is done!” 
Neither principalities nor powers, nor 
things which are present, can hinder his 
working in power. 


A Prayer in Song 


John Newton, who lived in a dark day, 
in common with faithful ministers and 
their people, was praying for the reappear- 
ance of revival. He wrote to a friend: 
“A revival is wanted here with us as it 
is with you, and some of us are praying 
and also singing for revival. The song 
we are singing will be found on the re- 
verse side of my letter.” This was their 
revival song: 

Saviour, visit thy plantation, 
end, oh send, a gracious rain; 


All will come to desolation 
Unless thou dost biess again. 


Break the tempter’s fatal power, 
Turn the stony hearts to flesh, 
And begin this very hour 
To revive thy work afresh. 


Once, O Lord, thy garden flourished ; 
Every part looked gay and green ; 
Then thy Word our spirits nourished: 
appy seasons we have seen. 


But a drought has since succeeded, 
And a sad decline we see: 

Lord, thy help is greatly needed: 
Heip “ can only come from thee. 


Let our mutual love be fervent: 
e us prevalent in prayer; 
each one esteemed thy servant 
Shun the world’s bewitching snare. 

In answer to their united prayers God 
gave a mighty revival. Prayers in- 
spired by the Spirit of God, based upon 
his promises, and for his glory, may be 
long stored up in the golden bowls before 
the Throne of Grace, but as sure as God is 
faithful they must be answered. The 
prayers of saints, more than anything else 
they offer to God, give him the sweetest 
pleasure, and, because his Church relies 
upon him and waits before him, he will 
arise for her help. The prayers of the 
saints, echoing the prayers of the Spirit 
of God, despite apparent hopelessness have 
again and again turned the tide for re- 
vival. 

We may expect revival in answer to 
the prayers of the people of God. The arm 
of flesh has always failed the Church, but 
whenever she has rested upon the omnipo- 
tent arms of her God, supernatural tri- 
umphs have always been recorded. 

Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power, and thine alone, 
Can change the leopard’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone. 

THE HOPE OF REVIVAL, LIKE OUR ASSUR- 
ANCE OF SALVATION, RESTS UPON A FOUN- 
DATION THAT THE GATES OF HELL CAN NOT 
SHAKE. “Have faith in God!” 

(To be continued) 
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Eighteen Years of Seed-Sowing in Belgium 


The great blessings that have come because Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton “ wholly followed the Lord” 


By O. Vansteenberghe 














It is only a few months since the last article from the pen of Edith Norton con. 
cerning the work of the Belgian Gospel Missicn was published in the Times (July 25). 
It is still hard for their friends to realize that they will no longer hear the cheerful, loving 
greetings of Mr. and Mrs. Norton in the Philadelphia or Brussels offices. Would that 
they might soon greet us again, as they come with the Lord Jesus to meet us in the air! 

As Times readers know, Mr. Vansteenberge and John C. Winston have been made 
Co-directors of the Mission, in accordance with Mrs. Norton's last wishes and with the 
full approval of the Board of Trustees in America and the Executive Committee in 


Brussels. 
earliest beginnings to the present day. 


It is wonderfully encouraging to read this review of the Mission from its 
The old and new friends of the work may send 


their gifts to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, the Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


hours have proved decisive, because 

they have meant the turning point in 
the road that was to lead ultimately to 
success or failure. In the life of a child 
of God such hours are crucial, for their 
outcome will be “rivers of living water” 
if the Lord has found a willing heart. 

Such a crucial hour Ralph C. Norton 
knew on December 1, 1918, when on that 
Sunday morning in his bedroom he had a 
glorious interview with his divine Master. 
That which the Lord asked of him was 
almost the very opposite of what he would 
have chosen for himself. He had been 
assailed repeatedly by the thought that with 
the close of the war his present work was 
done, and it would be necessary to seek 
something else. Mrs. Norton’s fear was 
that the Lord would lead them out to 
work in a Roman Catholic country. The 
Lord told them to go to Belgium and 
they went. 

In the precious document that contained 
the commission which Mr. Norton received 
on that memorable day, reference is made 
to Mrs. Norton in the following words: 
“After Mrs. Norton arose, I told her the 
vision I had had of the Lord that morn- 
ing and all the overflowing joy that had 
been mine. Likewise I told her of the 
leading, and she felt confident that it was 
from the Lord. After a while when she 
was reading her Bible, she came to this 
text which stood out clearly as a further 
leading and assurance, Luke 19:28: “And 
when he had thus spoken, he went before, 
ascending up to Jerusalem.” 

This is all we know about Mrs. Norton’s 
response to the far-reaching decision made 
by her husband, but this brief account 
speaks volumes for her attitude toward Mr. 
Norton and the Lord. Quick as lightning 
her heart was attuned to that of her life 
companion, and she was found quite as 
eager as he to do all the will of God. 

On: that Sunday two hearts were bowed 
before God, and out of that joyful sacrifice 
streams of blessings started to flow and 
have flowed ever since over Belgium and 
the surrounding countries. 

We can never emphasize enough the re- 
markable fact that here were two: of the 
Lord's servants called to work in a coun- 
try with two entirely different national lan- 
guages. Mr. Norton knew practically noth- 
ing of either, Mrs. Norton knew some 
French and: no Flemish, and yet they were 
the vessels chosen: to carry the Good News 
to Belgium. Foolishness! Such would be 
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and was the verdict of the world and of 
a large part of the Protestant church in 
Belgium. 

Let me tell you something of what this 
“foolishness” has wrought in the course 
of the eighteen: years since that December 
day in London. More than ‘23,000 Bibles 
and 200,000 New Testaments have been 
sold, while free distribution has been made 
of thousands of New Testaments, 3,500,000 
Gespels and other Bible portions, and over 
7,000,000 books, booklets, and tracts. Over 
and above all this, nearly 2,000,000 Gospel 
papers have been sold or given free. Of 
course much of this seed has been lost, 
but we cannot but believe that a goodly 
portion has remained to bear fruit seen 
or unseen by us. 

Among the tangible results, we can: look 
upon the map of Belgium and point out 
more than 65 towns and villages where 
the Belgiz.: Gospel Mission has a place 
of meeting, ranging from our splendid hall 
at Brussels, with a seating capacity of 300, 
to a private room with accommodation for 
a dozen people. 

The two Bible schools, conducted in 
French and Flemish, although small in their 
attendance, have, however, been wide in 
their sphere of service. Besides the former 
students active in Belgium, there are others 
laboring in the Dutch East Indies, in: Syria, 
in the Belgian Congo, in Italy, Spain, France, 
Holland, and other countries. And what 
shall I say about the thousands who 
through the work done by the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission have found the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, of the tens of 
thousands who have come to think differ- 
ently altogether of the Bible since they 
started to read the Scriptures for them- 
selves, of the hundreds of thousands who 


have heard the Gospel proclaimed and had’ 


at least one chance to acquaint themselves 
with the way of salvation? 

Ought I not also to mention the impetus 
the Belgian Gospel Mission has given to 
Gospel work carried on by other Christians 
in the country and the encouragement it 
has meant to them? 

Was it worth-while for Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton to be obedient to the voice of their 
Master? Now that they are with the 
Lord, is the work for him going to de- 
cline and die? The work is not theirs, 
but the Lord’s, and he himself carries on. 

When the Home-call for Mrs. Norton 
came, the summer activities in the tent 
and the open air were in full swing, and 
they have been- carried on without a break. 
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The Lord has been pleased to give us no 
small encouragements. As a result of the 
tent work three new centers have been 
opened to the Gospel by the establishment 
of halls at Herseaux, Elouges, and Cha- 
telineau. The latter place is a hotbed of 
active Communism. The mayor, a Com- 
munist, would not grant the permission for 
the tent until his own brother pleaded for 
us, and even then would not allow us to 
stay there more than six days, the shortest 
stay we ever had anywhere. Yet in those 
six days the Holy Spirit worked so pow- 
erfully and the hearts of the hearers were 
so willing that at the close of the last 
meeting seventeen people requested decision 
cards. As an outcome of that six days’ tent 
campaign a desire was manifested for a 
permanent work. A hall was secured in 
the most favorable location of that town of 


_ 40,000 inhabitants, itself a part of a huddled 


mass of half a million. people spread over 
five or six communes (administrative dis- 
tricts). So great was the enthusiasm for 
this work that money was spontaneously 
donated to- cover the cost of restoration of 
the hall and the rent for a month. Already 
we hear that the hall is crowded, although 
it can contain 200 people. 

The tent work in Flanders, although it 
did not lead directly to an extension of 
the work, was not without its signs of 
divine favor. Here is one such instance. 

For the first time in the history of the 
Mission, we were able to secure a piece 
of ground on the actual territory of the 
city of Bruges, nun-and-priest-ridden 
Bruges. Our brother, Mr. Teeuwissen, 
had been far-sighted in obtaining from the 
owner a: signed document granting the 
rental of that ground for the necessary 
period. The tent was erected in due time, 
and the meetings were advertised and had 
begun, when a policeman appeared on the 
scene to inquire. The precious document 
was produced and then produced again at 
the office of the Police Commissioner, to 
which Mr. Teeuwissen had to go. The 
following day a registered letter was re- 
ceived from the town authorities ordering 
Mr. Teeuwissen to take down the tent 
within forty-eight hours. If this order were 
disregarded the tent would be dismantled 
by the authorities at our expense. We sent 
a reply, asking for fuller information as 
to the reason for the action of the city 
authorities, as we were not aware of hav- 
ing disregarded the building regulations. 
And so parleying proceeded back and forth, 
and ali the time the tent was kept standing 
and the meetings ran-their course with each 
night a most attentive crowd in attendance! 

That the authorities took no further ac- 
tion is due, we believe, to the fact that 
the Lord restrained them, and we thanked 
him for this victory over the forces of evil. 

Our growth since July is due not only 
to the tent work but also to the slow 
maturing of open-air work carried on in 
certain places. In Hamme, a large village 
of Flanders, a hall has been secured and 
meetings have been started. The renting 
of that hall has brought us in touch with 
the landlord, a wealthy factory owner who, 
we discovered, is seeking the truth. 

Other places have been reached through 
the testimony of converted individuals. 
Such has been the case at Adinkerke and 
Robertmont near Liége. The former place 
deserves a special mention, because in Mrs. 
Norton’s biography of her husband no Bel- 
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gian village or town is mentioned as often 
as La Panne, which is the seaside resort 
of Adinkerke. It was there that Mr. and 
Mrs. Norston stayed on their first visit to 
their “boys” and the Belgian front in March, 
1916. It was there that they were intro- 
duced to Her Majesty, Queen Elisabeth. 
It is there that, after twenty years, a testi- 
mony to the Lord Jesus is being established. 
In this way the chain of the Mission sta- 
tions is now extending from Adinkerke in 
the extreme northwest corner to Athus in 
the extreme southeast corner of Belgium, 
a distance of roughly 220 miles. 

The dedication of: their lives which Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton made on that Sunday 
morning in 1918 was truly a worth-while 
one. As we look over the whole field of 
Belgium we are amazed at what the Lord 
has accomplished through his trusted serv- 
ants. 

The future of Europe is very dark. The 
leading nations are at loggerheads. Their 
interests are widely apart, some of them 
are dreaming dreams of power over at 
least a large slice of Europe. It is safe to 
say that in no Roman Catholic country, ex- 
cept Belgium, is there such liberty to 
evangelize. Our country is truly an “oasis” 
as far as the liberty to preach the Gospel 
is concerned. The open-air preaching has 
been allowed as before, the interest of the 
people in the message of salvation is, if 
anything, on the increase. 

Yet the portents of danger are not lack- 
ing. The spirit of Fascism under different 
guises is abroad, and no one can say what 
tomorrow may bring. We want to reach 
out to the untouched villages and estab- 
lish a testimony there before the way is 
barred by official legislation or public 
hatred. 

“Believest thou? thou shalt see greater 
things than these’ (John 1:50). This 
text, which was one of the leading verses 
in the commission God gave to Ralph C. 
Norton, is being literally fulfilled. 

BrusseEts, Betcrum. 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A side light on the lesson in this issue 


From him which is, and which was, 
and which is to come ... and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
first begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of the kings of the. earth (Rev. 
1:4, 5). 


N THIS fourth verse of the first chapter 

of the Revelation the name of God is, 
in the Greek original, not inflected (after 
the apo, “from”). This is a tribute to 
the immutability of God, his imperviousness 
to time and change and-temporal influence. 
The word erchomenos, “which is to come,” 
is substituted for the naturally expected 
word esomenos, “who will be,” in the 
usual series, which is and which was and 
which will be. This because esomenos 
would suggest coming into being, and John 
always avoids this in speaking of the divine. 

Immediately after, when mention is made 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the same breach 
of grammar is made and for the identical 
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purpose, namely to express the deity of 
Christ, “And from [apo] Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the first-born from the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
earth” —all of which titles should be geni- 
tives in apposition with the genitive, “Jesus 
Christ,” but which are actually nominatives, 
—martos, pistos, prototokos, and archon, 

Notice, however, that “Jesus Christ” is 
in the genitive. Is this inflection a refer- 
ence to his human nature as the persistent 
nominatives to his divine nature? The two 
dative participles, “to him loving us and 
washing.us from our sins in his own blood,” 
are also perhaps so written in reference 
to his two human ministries for us, that 
of mercy and that of suffering. 

The apostle John then passes directly to 
doxology, “To him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen.” This would 
be horrifying to any devout Israelite unless 
he recognized the deity of Christ. 

For the first time in Scripture the holy 
and incommunicable name Ego eimi, “I 
AM,” in verse 8 is translated out of the 
Hebrew idiom into the language of the 
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Greek churches, Alpha and Omega. This 
is a symbol of the substitution of the times 
of the Gentiles for the Jewish dispensation, 
In this new form it appears throughout 
the Revelation. The Kingdom. of God was 
being taken from Israel and given to an- 
other people. The mention of the Lord’s 
day in verse 10 reaffirms this historical 
transition. “The first day is now solemnly 
exalted in the place of the Jewish Sabbath 
and for the first time dignified with a new 
and peculiar name of divine honor. The 
whole of the visions were given on the 
Lord’s day.” 

By this use of the phrase, “I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last,” * our 
Lord identifies himself with Jehovah, as it 
is a quotation of the words of Jehovah in 
Isaiah 41: 4, “I the Lord, the first, and with 
the’last; I am he.” So again in Revelation 
3:14, “These things saith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the beginning of 
the creation of God.” Here our Lord, and 
here only in Scripture, uses the divine 
name of Isaiah 65:16, Elohim-Amen, “the 
God of truth,” as his personal name, 














A Bible Revival Campaign in the Philippines 


A plan to provide those who eagerly accept and read the Word 
with a quarter of a million Testaments 














WO significant events are expected to 

occur simultaneously in the early part 
of the coming year in the Philippine 
Islands, 

In February the World Eucharistic Con- 
gress of the Roman Catholic Church is 
to meet in Manila. Great preparations are 
being made for the event. Thousands will 
journey to the Philippines from all parts 
of the earth to participate in the gathering. 
Various steamship lines are designating 
certain steamships to convey delegates and 
visitors to the world congress. 

The other event that is being planned 
for the first three months of the coming 
year is a special Testament-distribution and 
soul-winning campaign to be carried on 
by the missionaries and Filipino pastors 
and Christain workers in the Philippines, 
in co-operation with the Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns of Philadelphia. A large 
edition of New Testaments is being shipped 
to the Philippine Islands for the use of 
the missionaries, pastors, and workers in 
the special campaign for the spread of 
God’s Word and the salvation of souls. 

For three hundred years, under the rule 
of Spain, the Bible was a forbidden Book 
in the Philippines. At length two men 
took their lives in their hands and went 
to Manila to spread the Word at any cost. 
They had Bibles and Testaments and Gos- 
pels concealed in false bottoms in their 
baggage. They went to a hotel to live, 
and began to circulate their Scriptures. It 
was not long before both men were poi- 
soned. One of the two men died. The 
other man recovered, and began again to 
spread the life-giving Word. He was then 
thrown into prison, and deported from the 
country. 

It was only a few years after this tragic 
occurrence that the Spanish-American War 
took place, and the Philippine Islands came 
under the dominion of the United States. 


During the past thirty-eight years Eng- 
lish has been taught in all the schools 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
islands. The result -is that all the younger 
generation, and many of the older people, 
as well, read English just as fluently as 
the average person in the United States. 

During the American régime in the 
Islands there has also been religious lib- 
erty. The Word of God has not been a 
forbidden Book. All were free to read 
its wondrous words. And how eagerly the 
Filipinos are receiving and reading this 
Book that was so long forbidden! It is 
quite probable that it is partly because the 
Bible was so long debarred that the peo- 
ple in the Philippines are now so eager 
to see what it really says about sin and 
salvation and Heaven and hell and God and 
Satan. 

It was about five years ago that a 
Macedonian call came to Mr. Davis of 
the Million Testaments Campaigns, from 
a missionary in the Philippines, that there 
should be a nation-wide campaign for the 
distribution of God’s Word in the land 
where it had been so long forbidden. It 
was not possible to begin the campaign at 
that time; but in the autumn of 1934 it 
was inaugurated, with the distribution of 
a quarter of a million Testaments as the 
goal. The blessing of God has rested upon 
it from the beginning. Thus far about 
100,000 Testaments have been carefully and 
prayerfully given out by the missionaries 
and Filipino pastors and Christian workers. 
Glorious results are following the distri- 
bution. In one town a copy of the New 
Testament was given to a school teacher. 
She devoured the Book. She spent all her 
spare time reading it and talking about it. 
The town was stirred, souls were saved, 
and the priest was alarmed. In that same 
town, on a recent Lord’s Day, seven con- 
fessed Christ as their Saviour, and thirty 
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believers partook of the -Lord’s Supper. 
And it all came to pass through a single 
copy of the New Testament! 

Another large edition of New Testa- 
ments has been ordered, and is being ship- 
ped to the Philippine Islands. In connec- 
tion with the special Testament-distribution 
and soul-winning campaign, Mr. and Mrs. 
George T. B. Davis are now en route to 
the Philippines to co-operate with the mis- 
sionaries and pastors in the work. They 
will deeply appreciate the prayers of the 
readers of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times 
for the Lord’s blessing upon this intensive 
Testament-distribution and  soul-winning 
campaign and upon themselves as they go 
here and there in connection with the work. 

Attractive prayer cards have been printed 
in the form of a bookmark for one’s Bible. 
The bookmark has a picture of an open 
New Testament, and suggestions for in- 
tercession. Copies of these prayer cards 
will be sent free of cost to those who de- 
sire to pray for the campaign in the Philip- 
pines. Many may feel led to send New 
Testaments to those who were so long 
deprived of them and who are now so 
eagerly receiving the Word of God. 

All the contributions and requests for 
the prayer cards should be sent to The 
Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia. 

we 


Is Harmony Real? 
By Robert Harkness 


W HEN the young man entered my office 
I was quite unprepared for the ques- 
tion he was about to ask. He was well 
educated, a college graduate. On several 
occasions when we had talked together he 
had shown an artistic tendency. He soon 
propounded his question. The note of sin- 
cerity in his voice indicated a real desire 
for the answer. 

“Is harmony real or unreal?” he asked. 

The question was certainly novel, and 
interesting. Before I had time to reply, he 
continued: “If it is real, then the op- 
posite of harmony must be unreal.” 

“Not at all,” was my reply. “Harmony 
is certainly real, and I can prove that the 
opposite is just as real,” I continued, as the 
young man looked surprised. 

“T agree,” said he, “that harmony is real, 
but it stands to reason that the opposite 
must be quite unreal.” 

He was in earnest. I suspected there 
must be something behind his inquiry. 

“What constitutes harmony?” I asked. 

“As a musician you ought to know,” came 
his quick return. 

“Yes,” I admitted, “we know that har- 
mony is a combination of musical tones.” 
I went to the piano. “Listen to this,” as 
four tones were played. “Is that har- 
mony ?” 

“Yes,” he replied. 

“Now listen to this,” and I played four 
conflicting, discordant notes. “What do 
you hear?” 

He was not slow to answer. “Discord.” 

I showed him that both harmony and 
discord are the result of simultaneous play- 
ing of tones. In one case the effect is 
pleasing, in the other displeasing. “Is one 
effect less real than the other?” I asked. 

He hesitated before replying. He never 
answered the question, but wandered off 
into a discussion of other topics. 
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I sought to bring him back to the har- 
monic discussion. Then came a statement 
that showed his real thought. “Harmony 
represents goodness’ to me,” he remarked, 
“hence if the opposite of goodness is non- 
existent, the opposite of harmony must be.” 

“What is the opposite of goodness,” I 
asked, as he began to rise from his chair. 

“The ‘opposite of goodness is an error 
of mortal mind,” said he, as he extended 
a hand in farewell salutation. 

“What’s the hurry? we have only begun 
the discussion,” I suggested. “I would like 
to show you on the highest possible author- 
ity that the opposite of goodness is sin.” 
The statement was not acceptable to my 
young friend. “Listen to this,” I said, as 
he sat down once more. “The Word of 
God declares: ‘For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.’” And I 
also quoted the statement of Ezekiel 18: 4: 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

Once again I demonstrated the reality of 
harmony and discord. “If harmony sug- 
gests goodness, discord suggests sin,” I 
said, as he listened. Then followed a 
statement of God’s plan of salvation. “The 
fact of sin caused God in his infinite love 
and mercy to provide a Saviour from sin 
in the person of his Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” John 3:16 was quoted, followed 
by John 5:24 and John 1:12. Step by 
step I sought to bring my friend to the 
realization of his need of the Saviour. 
John 6: 37 brought the interview to a close. 
“What about it?” I asked, as he suddenly 
rose to leave. 

He gave no indication of any decision 
for Christ. I pray that the Holy Spirit 
may use the Word of God as an arrow of 
conviction, 

Let us continue to pray that the harmony 
of forgiven sin may soon become a reality 
in his life. 

South Pasapena, Cat. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have received so much 
help from your answers to others, that I 
thought you could give me some advice on my 
problem. I know you have written upon the 
question of amusements, but just how to an- 
swer when this question is brought up is my 
problem. 

Personally, I do not think a Christian should 
play bridge, and I never have, but there are 
some Christians who think there is no harm 
in it, if you play fairly and do not get into an 
argument. They say they always ask God to 
help them play fairly. I wonder if God hears 
that prayer. My answer for not playing is that 
it is the gambling game of the country, and as 
Scripture I use, “Abstain from all appearance 
of evil,” and “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Thess. 5 : 22; 1 Cor. 10: 31). 

The answer is that cards are not any more 
a gambling game than such games as flinch, 
checkers, or bunco, as you can gamble with 
any game if you want to. Do you think such 
games as the above are in the same class as 
cards? I have played these games, but I 
certainly wouldn’t want to play them if I 
thought it would displease God or be a hin- 


November 28, 1936 


drance to others. They also argue it is no 
worse to play a game of bridge than it is to 
listen to a radio program, such as “Death 
Valley Days” or some other story dramatized 
over the air. Do you think it is displeasing 
God to listen to such programs? I know that 
you will say we should ask God’s guidance in 
these matters and I do, but the thing that 
puzzles me is that I feel it is wrong in God’s 
sight to play bridge, and others say they ask 
God’s guidance, too, and they do not feel there 


is any harm in it. Can you give me some 


light on these problems and tell me just how 
to answer when these questions are presented? 


Y DEAR GIRL: I am so glad the 

Mother Ruth column has been of ad- 
vantage and help to you, and hope you 
will pray that God’s blessing will rest upon 
it, and thereby have a part in the work. 
I am glad that you, personally, do not 
have any trouble with the amusement ques- 
tion. 

Let us consider the question of cards 
first. There is no comparison between a 
regular game of cards, and flinch, checkers, 
or bunco to which you refer. Of course 
you can gamble with anything, if you 
want to. But the regular game of cards 
is always associated with that which is 
evil. You are a child of God and you are 
led by the Holy Spirit, therefore you could 
not look at cards in any other way than 
the way you have. As a child of God 
you cannot see these things as those who 
are not leading a separated life (2 Cor. 
6: 16-18). Keep to your standards and be 
led by the Spirit. Turn your eyes away 
from people, and look to your Master. I 
would suggest that you write to the Oak 
Park Baptist Church, Oak Park, IIl., and 
ask for the leaflet that gives a description 
of the origin of cards, and you will be 
amazed to see how blasphemous the his- 
tory of cards is. 

Everything depends on whether you 
choose to act for Satan’s benefit or the 
glory of God. You are right in obeying that 
command: “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God”; go a step farther and know 
that “whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
Read Romans 14, specially verses 22 and 
23. 

If your friends do not agree with you, 
be a shining light to them, that you may 
lead them to a closer walk with God. Satan 
presents many arguments, and when he be- 
gins to disagree with a separated life, you 
can rest assured that you are on the right 
path. He loves to tell you what you can 
do and what you need not yield to the 
glory of your Lord; but take your guid- 
ance from the Holy Spirit and you will 
more and more be led away from those 
things which belong to the enemy. 

When you take your stand against these 
things, try to do it sweetly. We sometimes 
lose out in our attitude and in the manner 
in which we oppose such things. Far bet- 
ter for us if we can show the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ by letting others know it is 
love for him that prompts us to speak of 
the life separated from the world. If doubt 
arises on any question, rather than make 
a mistake in your decisions, let your friends 
know you will give the Lord Jesus the 
benefit of the doubt, because you love him 
so! You love him too much to harm his 
cause! You are not trying to see how 
much of the world you can have and be 
a part of it, but rather you are trying to 
find out his will in all things and you will 
not risk the possibility of displeasing him 
(2 Tim. 2:15). 
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LESSON 11. 








DECEMBER 13. JOHN'S VISION ON PATMOS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Revelation 1:1 to 3:22; printed text, 1:4-18 


Golden Text.—Fear not, | am the first and the last: | am he that liveth, and was dead, and, behold, 
lam alive for evermore.—Rev. 1:17c, 18 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Revelation 1 : 4-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rev. 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace 
be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and 
which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before 
his throne; 

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 


lood, 

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth 
shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. 

6 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle 
that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me 
a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

tr Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, 

hat thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and 
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto 
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; 

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the 
Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt 
about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; i 

ts And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. ; 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his 
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as 
the sun shineth in his strength. 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he 
laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the 
first and the last: : 

18 J am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Rev. 1:4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace, from him who is and who was and 1 who 
is to come; and from the seven Spirits that are before his throne; 
5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. Unto him 
that loveth us, and * loosed us from our sins * by his blood; 6 and 
he made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto *his God and Father; 
to him be the glory and the dominion *for ever and ever. Amen. 
7 Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
and they that pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall 
mourn over him. Even so, Amen. ; 

8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, * who is 
and who was and ! who is to come, the Aimighty. 

9 I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation 
and kingdom and ‘patience which are Jesus, was in the isle that 
is called Patmos, for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me 
a great voice, as of a trumpet 11 saying, What thou seest, write 
in a book and send it to the seven churches: unto Ephesus, and 
unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 12 And I turned 
to see the voice that spake with me. And having turned I saw 
seven golden ® candlesticks; 13 and in the midst of the * candlesticks 
one like unto a son of man, clothed with a garment down to the 
foot, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle. 14 And 
his head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 and his feet like unte 
burnished brass, as if it had been refined in a furnace; and his 
voice as the voice of many waters. 16 And he had in his right 
hand seven stars: and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two- 
edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength. 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying,.Fear not; I am the 
first and the last, 18 and the Living one; and I ® was dead, and 
behold, I am alive ?°for evermore, and I have the keys of death 
and of Hades. 


1Or, who cometh. ®™Many authorities, some ancient, read 
washed. Heb. 9: 14; comp. chap. 7: 14. ®Gr., in, * Or, God and 
his Father. © Gr., unto the ages of the ages. Many ancient author- 
ities omit of the ages. *Or, he who. *Or, stedfastness.. * Gr., 
lampstands. °Gr., became. ™Gr., unto the ages of the ages. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole : 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


EVELATION, the closing book of 
R the Bible, is not a closed book, as 

many regard it; it is God’s great 
open book, his unveiling of all that has 
been left unrevealed in the other Scrip- 
tures. Revelation is the climax of God’s 
history of redemption as recorded in the 
Bible, a prophecy of the consummation of 
all God’s glorious purposes. It is not “the 
revelation of John,” but the revelation of 
the Lord Jesus that he gave to John to 
give to us. 


The Historical Setting 


John was given his wonderful vision 
when he was exiled to Patmos during the 
persecution under the Roman emperor 
Domitian, in A. D. 95 or 96. 


Verse by Verse 


Revelation 1:4—John to the seven 
churches. The whole prophecy is in the 
form of an epistle to the seven churches. 
Which are in Asia. The proconsular prov- 
ince in the west of Asia Minor. From 


him which is, and which was, and which 
is to come. An unfolding of the name of 
the eternal God, Jehovah (Exod. 3: 14f; 
6:3). From the seven Spirits which are 
before his throne. Again seven, the sym- 
bolic number of completeness, is used, mean- 
ing the sevenfold spirit, complete in all 
his attributes. See letter to Sardis (3:1). 


Verse 5.—The faithful witness. See let- 
ter to Laodicea (3:14). The first begoi- 
ten of the dead. Others were raised from 
the dead, but died again. His resurrection 
was the beginning of a new creation; as 
the Son of man he was “the file-leader” 
of our salvation, firstborn of many breth- 
ren (Col. 1:18; Heb. 2:10; 1:5; Acts 
13:33). Prince of the kings of the earth. 
(John 18:37; Psa. 89:27; Rev. 19: 16.) 
Unto him that loved us. The correct read- 
ing is “loveth us”; ever present and ever 
glorious fact. Washed us from our sins. 
The two oldest manuscripts have “loosed 
us”: free by his blood from every fetter. 

Verse 6.—Made us kings and priests. 
We are to reign with him as priest-kings 
(Rev. 20:6; 1 Pet. 2:9). 

Verse 7.—Behold, he cometh with clouds. 
The theme of the Revelation, Our Lord’s 
witness to this coming indicated to the 
Jews his deity, and called forth the con- 


demnation of the high priest (Matt. 26: 
54, 65; cf. Exod. 13: 21; 34:5; Lev. 16:2; 
Matt. 17:5; Acts 1:9; 1 Thess. 4:17). 
Every eye shall see him. That is, he is 
coming visibly, in bodily form. And they 
also which pierced him, Referring espe- 
cially to the Jews who put him to death 
(John 19: 37; Zech. 12:10). All kindreds 
of the earth shall wail. Literally, “tribes 
of the land,” and may refer primarily to 
the Jews, who will mourn, as Joseph’s 
brethren did when they were made known 
to Joseph. But all men will mourn in re- 
pentance and sorrow for sin, or in anguish 
because of judgment (Matt. 24: 30). 


Verse 8—I am Alpha and Omega. The 
first and last letters of the Greek alphabet 
were used by the Jews as a symbol of 
infinity. The eternity belongs both to the 
Father and the Son (cf. v. 11). See letter 
to Smyrna (2:8). 


Verse 9.—The isle that is called Pat- 
mos. In the Aigean sea, about thirty miles 
southwest of Miletus, ten miles long and 
six miles wide. For the word of God. An 
exile suffering for the testimony of Christ, 


Verse 10—I was in the Spirit. Not 
simply that he was walking in the Spirit, 
but that the Spirit came upon him for 
prophecy (Rev. 4:2; Ezek. 2:2; 8:3). 
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On the Lord’s day. From earliest days the 
first day of the week was called “the 
Lord’s day”; most commentators count 
this a reference to that precious name. An- 
other possible meaning, favored by the 
character of the Revelation, is that John 
was carried by the Spirit into “the day of 
the Lord,” which he is now to reveal. 


Verse 12.—I saw seven golden candle- 
sticks. Lampstands (Exod. 35:14; 27: 
20) fed by oil. Evidently separate lamp- 
stands, representing the seven churches (v. 
20; Matt. 5:14). See letter to Ephesus. 

Verse 14.—White like wool, as white as 
snow. Indicating purity and majesty (Dan. 
7:9; Isa. 40:28). His eyes were as a 
flame of fire. See letter to Thyatira (2: 
18). 

Verse 15.—His fect like unto fine brass. 
Also in the letter to Thyatira (Ezek. 1: 
7; Dan. 10:6). His voice as the sound 
of many waters. With glorious majesty 
and in solemn judgment (Psa. 93:4; 
Ezek. 1:24; 43:2). 

Verse 16.—In his right hand seven stars. 
Symbolizing the seven angels, or messen- 
gers, of the churches, — probably the pas- 
tors (v. 20). See letters to Ephesus and 
to Sardis (2:1; 3:2). A sharp twoedged 
sword. See letter to Pergamos (2:12). 
The sword is the Word (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 
4:12; Rev. 19:15). As the sun shineth in 
his strength. Unapproachable light (1 Tim. 
6: 16). 

Verse 17.—I fell at his feet as dead. 
This same John who leaned back on the 
Lord’s bosom at supper is now in the 
presence of the mighty God (Isa. 6:5; 
Ezek. 1:28; Dan. 8:17). 


Verse 18.—I am he that liveth, and was 
dead. See letter to Smyrna (2:8). Have 
the keys to hell and death. He is Lord 
of all. Death is the last enemy to be con- 
quered, and his conquest is about to be de- 
scribed. See letter to Philadelphia (3:7). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Bible is a revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We read the written Word 
that we may know the living Word. John’s 
Gospel is a revelation of the Lord Jesus 
in the days of his flesh. John’s vision 
on Patmos is a revelation of Jesus in 
his present majesty and in his future mani- 
fested glory. We see two things in the 
book: the Lord Jesus himself, in all his 
glory, and a revelation of the completing 
of his work of redemption. Both reve- 
lations present the wonders of grace and 
the fearfulness of judgment. The glorified 
Lord is in the midst of his Church, for 
biessing and for judgment. Those he loves 
he rebukes and chastens. For his enemies, 
fearful judgments will be outpoured.. For 
his beloved there is no fear. Yet there is 
a great fear lest we be unfaithful to him. 
The whole book is a call to us that we 
should not leave our first love. Let us 
live in view of the fact that the Lord is 
walking in the midst of the Church, watch- 
ing our. behavior, and in view of the fact 
that he is coming soon in power and great 
glory. 

A Lesson Outline 
Tue Lorv’s MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES 
(See Personal Applications) 
1. What the Lord commends. 


2. What the Lord rebukes. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. (24) December 13.—John’s Vision on 
Patmos ...:........ Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 

12, (25) December 20.—The Supreme Gift of 
Love (Christmas Lesson) ..1 John 4: 7-19 

13. (26) December 27.—Review: The Spread 

of Christianity in Southern Europe. 
Hebrews 2: 1-4; 11:32 to 12:2 

First Quarter, 1937 

1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes 

NEA ene bor Fiver John 1: 1-51 
2. January 10.—New Life in Christ. 

John 2:1 to 3:36 

3. January 17.—Jesus the Water of Life, 
John 4: 1-54 

4. January 24.—Two Miracles of Mercy. 
John 5:1 to 6:71 

g. January 31.—The Financial Cost of Alco- 

holic Beverages (The Economic Ap- 

proach to the Liquor Problem). 

Proverbs 21 : 17; 23 : 20, 21; Matthew 
24: 45-51; John 6:26, 27, 35 

6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 
WO cciesvisiigeecccseus John 7:1 to 9:41 








3. The Lord’s exhortations. 
4. Warnings and punishment. 
5. Rewards for faithfulness. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Letters to the Seven Churches. Notice 
the perfect structure of the letters. Each 
opens with a description of the Lord Jesus, 
taken from the vision of Christ that John 
had, characteristics that have some special 
application to that particular church (see 
Verse by Verse; cf. Rev. 2:12 with 16). 
Study the rebukes, warnings, exhortations, 
promised rewards. Each letter closes with 
references that point to the end of the 
age as revealed in the closing chapters of 
the Revelation. Thus each church is rep- 
resented as reaching from that early 
period until the very end of the age. The 
seven churches include the characteristics 
of the church as a whole in all ages. Many 
students consider that the seven churches 
give a picture and a prophecy of the seven 
periods in the church age. The character- 
istics of one church may be more prominent 
during a certain period; the professing 
church at the end of the age will be in 
a Laodicean condition. But there is no 
evidence that the various churches are in- 
tended to give a chronological preview of 
the age. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Read Revelation, and keep the things 
written therein (Rev. 1:3). 

Worship Jesus Christ. There is a great 
peril in not worshiping Jesus. One thing 
that we should get from the Revelation is 
a nev: vision of the glory of Jesus Christ 
and a new honoring of him. 

Are we looking eagerly for the coming 
of the Lord? 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches: 

Things the Lord commends in_ the 
churches: Labor, patience, not tolerating 
evil, hating false doctrine, contending 
against false prophets, not fainting, endur- 
ing tribulation, faithfulness. unto death, 
love, service, faith, living pure in the midst 
of iniquity, having ‘a little strength, keep- 
ing the Lord’s patience. 

Things the Lord rebukes: Losing our 


November 28, 1936 


first love, tolerating false teachers, imper- 
fect works, neither hot nor cold, counting 
ourselves rich and needing nothing. 

The Lord’s exhortations: Repent and 
do the first works; be zealous and repent; 
fear not; be faithful unto death; hold fast 
what thou hast; be watchful and strengthen 
the things that remain; buy from Christ 
gold and white raiment. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
The word the Lord speaks most often 
to the churches is the word “repent.” 
The Lord Jesus hates false doctrine with 
a great hatred; do we? 
Christ stands and knocks at the door 
of the Christian’s heart. 
The Lord lovingly commends us for 
every little strength and faithfulness we 


display, and encourages us to yet greater . 


things. 


The Lord’s most severe condemnatioty 
fell upon those who were “neither hot nor. 
cold.” Is the Church today guilty? 

As the Revelation is a perfect close to 
the Bible, so the Lord Jesus will bring to 
a perfect climax his plan of redemption. 


As the age draws to a close, all the 
characteristics of those seven churches of 
John’s day will be manifest in increasing 
intensity. 


The greatest vision ever seen on this 
earth was seen on one of the smallest of 
the earth’s islands, by a prisoner; let us 
not despise our place of ministry. 

Cotumpszia, S. C. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. Mc in, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


Hox many persons co-operated in givin 
the revelation recorded in the last boo 
of the Bible? Who were they? To 
whom was the revelation addressed ? 
2. Which churches out of the seven were 
both commended and rebuked by the Lord? 
3.. Which churches were commended by the 
Lord, and not rebuked? 


4. What church was rebuked, and not com- 
mended for anything? 

5. What. exhortation of the Lord’s occurs 
most frequently in. the letters to the seven 
er The answer may be given in one 
word. 


6. What is the theme of the Revelation, as 
shown in the first chapter? What would you 
say is the central fact, or the greatest fact, 
about this theme,—the central subject of 
the Revelation? 


7. How would -you sum up the one or two 
main exhortations that Christ gives to the 
churches? These exhortations include the 
one or two most severe rebukes. 

8. Can you find anything in the character- 
istics of Ephesus, the first church, similar to 
those of Laodicea, the last church among the 
seven? 

9. Name some other notable instances in 
the Bible record where the Lord revealed 
great and glorious things to his servants under 
circumstances discouragement and isola- 
tion, : 

10. What does James say about the “tight 
places” ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 88 of this issue, 
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Lesson for December 13 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration posses, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this-leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that illustrations 
are ,constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Not Breaking.—Fear not; I am the first 
and the last: I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore 
(Golden Text). In a Sunday night ser- 
mon at the Marble Collegiate Church, New 
York City, Bishop Leonard concluded with 
this moving appeal. He said that during 
the recent floods at Johnstown, Pa., a 
rumor had gone forth that the great dam 
was giving way again. Quickly the val- 
ley was filled with excitement and fear. 
Swiftly, too, the report came to the ears 
of the architect who had built the ‘work. 
He exclaimed: “It is untrue. The dam 
is not giving way. I built it and know 
every bit of the material and workman- 
ship put into its construction. It will bear 
any pressure of water that can be put upon 
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it.” Leaping into his car he drove up the 
valley from which others were fleeing. 
He parked his car at the very base of the 
dam, and standing on the running board, 
he cried: “The dam will hold. It is not 
breaking.” Said the Bishop: “This be- 
wildered age needs men and women with 
just such faith in Jesus Christ. He will 
never fail. He is sufficient for all time 
and for eternity.”"—-From New York Chris- 
tian Advocate. Sent by H. G. Wilcox, 
Pilger, Neb. Prize illustration. 


Why She Wasn’t Afraid.—Fear not 
(Golden Text). A Christian woman and 
her friend were talking about the eclipse 
of the sun. Said the latter, “Didn’t you 
think it was weird, uncanny? It looked 
like the end of the world!” And the Chris- 
tian woman replied: “I wasn’t afraid at 
all. I gloried in the fact that I had a 
God who could swing great spheres in 
space. I praised God through it all.”— 
From an editorial in the Times. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


Hard to Pull Down.—Fear not; ... 
behold, I am alive for evermore (Golden 
Text). One of the Red Republicans of 
1793 told a good French peasant, “We are 
going to pull down your churches and 
your steeples—all that recalls past ages, 
and all that brings to your mind the idea 
of God.” “Citizen,” replied the peasant, 
“pull down the stars, then.” The Church 
is built upon a strong foundation — upon 


WHEN "THEY SHALL LOOK UPON ME WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED” 
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Christ himself—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Josephine A, Kinsly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y 


Couldn’t Put the Fire Out!—And he 
made.us to be ... priests unto his God 
and Father (Rev. 1:6, R. V.). A Den- 
ver magazine reports a disastrous fire in 
that city during which a large warehouse, 
containing thousands of tons of ice, was 
destroyed. The editor points out that the 
building actually contained thousands of 
gallons of a potent extinguisher — but it was 
frozen! What a picture of the apostate 
condition of the churches today, while sin 
rages throughout the country —From Ohio 
Independent Baptist. Sent by Nellie E. 
Burd, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 


A Real Priest.—And hath made us... 
priests unto God (v. 6). Into the great 
church of the late Dr. Andrew Bonar, in 
Glasgow, Scotland, Mrs. McIntyre, his 
daughter, led the Welsh evangelist Fred 
Ciarke. No service was in progress. Mrs. 
McIntyre pointed out a pew in the rear 
where as a wee lass her father had seated 
her one weekday as he went into the empty 
church. After a long wait she stood up 
to look for her father. He was seated in 
a pew, his head bent forward. Soon he 
moved to another, then another, and an- 
other. Sometimes she would see him care- 
fully examine the name plates to find the 
pews he desired. She did not understand 
it at the time, but as she grew in stature 
and the pewholders grew in grace, she 
learned the significance. The shepherd was 
praying for the sheep in the very spot 
where each worshiped.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio; and Guru Manickam, Wo- 
riur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


“So This Is Christianity.”—W rite the 
things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter (v. 19). The traveler had been 
napping, and when the train came to a 
stop he awakened. “Where are we, porter?” 
was his question. “We have just crossed 
the state line, and are now in Maine.” It 
happened that in this emergency stop, his 
Pullman car was right beside an old auto- 
mobile junk yard. Piled up and scattered 
everywhere were pieces of rusty iron and 
broken cars. “So this is Maine!” said the 
traveler. Yes, this is Maine, but a very 
small piece of it. Look up beyond the 
junk heaps and see the rugged hillsides 
in the background, and on this side well- 
kept farmhouses and peaceful cattle graz- 
ing. “So this is Christianity!” cries the 
cynic, surveying the junk heap of broken 
plans and lives. Oh, no, this is not Chris- 
tianity! These disorders have pre-empted 
a little ground, but they exist in spite of 
Christianity, or rather in spite of Christ. 
Look up and see the mountains of trans- 
figuration and _ beatitude—From The 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Elrod, S. D. 

we 


What faults I correct in my son, I com- 
mit myself: I beat him for dabbling in dirt, 
whilst my own soul doth wallow in sin. IJ 
beat him for crying to cut his own meat yet 
am not contented myself with that state 
Thy Providence hath carved unto me: I 
beat him for crying when he is to go to 
sleep, and yet I fear I myself shall cry 
when thou callest me to sleep with my 
fathers—Andrew Fuller. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard f 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
pray that today in our study of this lesson we 
may be lifted up into heavenly places as we 
read of John’s vision on the island of Patmos. 
Help us to divest our thinking of earthly 
matters, and may we, through the eyes of the 
beloved apostle, see the vision of our living 
Lord, and enter into the spirit of that vision. 
We know that we are too earthly in our daily 
lives; we are blinded by any revelation of thy- 
self when we face the glory, and yet we would 
long to see thee more clearly. and to hear thy 
voice more acutely. Help us in imagination to 
stand with John on Patmos, and see Him who 
is, and who was, and who is to come, In the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray. 


After the Lesson.—One beautiful night, 
on a steamer in the Atgean Sea, a little 
group of travelers stood by the rail, look- 
ing for an island lying yonder in the dark- 
ness. There were many islands, but this 
one was what had roused them from their 
sleep long before dawn. It was the island 
on which the apostle John received his 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Can you im- 
agine standing there, and seeing in the 
distance the shadowy outlines of that 
island? It was an experience all by itself. 
It was on Patmos that Heaven seemed to 
touch earth in very truth. And Jesus 
Christ, the faithful Witness, spoke to his 
servant things which must shortly come to 
pass, so that he might pass on this revela- 
tion to others. Suppose we try to stand 
there in silence by that steamer rail, and 
see in our imagination the shadowy island? 
Shall we not lift our hearts from that 
spot to the heavenlies, and let the Lord 
Jesus speak to us,—our living Lord, in 
such ways as may seem good to him? 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him...” How glorious is 
the Christian’s hope in the midst of this 
turbulent and chaotic world! Do let it be 
your hope day by day! Let us pray. 





FUE . LIVING CitRea 
bo 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Two Jobs.—And hath made us kings 
and priests unto God (Rev. 1:6). In all 
the years that this Corner has been oc- 
cupied, the one great purpose has been 
to show those who are good enough to 
read the Book, just what the Lord Jesus 
has in store for those who accept him 
as Saviour and Friend. 

And at the same time, in season and 
out of season, the Corner has been doing 
likewise with all the boys and girls, men 
and women with whose lives it has been 
the privilege of the Corner to contact. 

Do not “imagine” we have to wait until 
we reach the other world to exercise the 
kingly or priestly office. What is it to 











be a King? Simply to have power and 
somebody to rule. Yes, but that is only 
a part of it. 


The word “King” is the same word as 
“Kin” and “Kind,” and was spelled orig- 
inally “cynn, cynd, cyng.” One is supposed 
to be good to his own folks (“Kin”). So 
it is the great first duty of the King to 
make his people safe, prosperous, and 
happy. 
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When the Queen of Sheba visited King 
Solomon, this is what she thought she saw, 
—but you read it for yourself in 1 Kings 
10:6-9. It is true it was a great, beautiful 
apple like one of Stark’s finest “Delicious” 
variety. The Queen could not see the 
worm of idolatry eating away at the heart 
of it, so the whole thing went to pieces 
in the hands of his son. 

Every head of a family, of a business, 
of a utility is a “King” with the power 
of “life” and “death.” With the power to 
hire and “fire.” To make the family or 
personnel safe, prosperous, and happy. John 
Wanamaker was a good “King” to his 
great stores, and as long as he lived these 
“subjects” were safe, prosperous, and happy. 

And who is the Priest? He who points 
men Heavenward and speaks for God. 
What Christian who cannot do _ that? 
Thousands are doing it every day (Prov. 
atst; r Pet, 2%-§-9). 


The Folks Who Follow John.—I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day (v. 10). 
It is said of a kindly and popular man, 
“TI like him a lot because he seems to en- 
joy every sport and enters right into the 
spirit of the thing.” It is this same happy 
individual who is known as “The life of 
the party.” The youngsters see him afar 
off and run to him shouting, “Here comes 
Uncle Jimmy!” “All things to everybody,” 
as Paul might say (1 Cor. 9:19). 

If you knew “Uncle Jimmy” as I do, 
you would know that Uncle Jimmy, in 
spite of the almanac, never grows any 
older, and is always happy and “full o’ 
fun.” 

That man has successfully solved the 
mystery of living and can answer life’s 
questions who has been wise enough to 
follow John’s example of getting “in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day.” 

These are the men of family, community, 
and nation who are beloved above most 
men. When General William Booth of 
the Salvation Army went Home, all Eng- 
land, from Windsor Castle to Lime House, 
mourned for him. When Dwight L. Moody 
and Ira D. Sankey departed to be with 
their Lord, England and America, who 
had been singing their songs for years, 
mingled their tears with their music. When 
John H. Converse, the locomotive builder 
and great Christian philanthropist, died, all 
Philadelphia put on mourning. Then there 
was in England Elizabeth Fry and Flor- 
ence Nightingale, and. in America Clara 
Barton and Frances Willard. There are 
many others. 

The disciple John is far and away the 
most popular of all the Gospel writers. It 
is John’s Gospel that is handed out by the 
thousands all over the world, at a cent 
or two or nothing, and generally read. 
“Oh, what beautiful stories, Mr. Ridgway,” 
cried the little waitress from Ireland, who 
read the two-cent copy I had given her for 
the first time. 

John’s Epistles are models for letter 
writers, especially love letters. It is often 
my custom to date a letter to a friend 
“3 John 1, 2.” I have no friends but those 
who are joyous! That is what the Spirit 
does. That is what Galatians 5:22, 23 is 
all about. The fruit of the Lord’s Day 
Spirit is Love and-Joy —and ali the rest 
—but note JOY. 


The Combination.—I am he that liveth 
...T am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
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have the keys of hell and of death (v. 
18). If before 8.30 in the morning or after 
3.30 in the afternoon some robber gang 
invaded the bank and demanded the “keys” 
to the vaults, that is to say in these days, 
“the combination,” 33 right, 66 left, 99 
right, the “key” would be absolutely use- 
less to the thieves. Why? 

Because the doors of all modern bank 
vaults and safes are protected by time 
clocks of the finest workmanship. The 
door cannot be opened until it comes time 
to open it, 

Jesus, we are told, holds the keys of 
hell and death. He alone has the com- 
bination. These will be opened and closed 
when the hands of the clock get around 
to the exact minute. This is why we who 
are Christians can possess our souls in 
patience. (Acts 1:17; 1 Thess. 5:1, 2.) 

We often say to some scared one, “Why 
worry, you won't die until your time 
comes.” In other words, never forget 
Heaven always has its hands upon Earth. 
In this world every living thing, by the 
very act of living, is approaching death. 
When we begin to live we begin to die. 
Each passing day brings us one day nearer 
the tomb. 

All the trees in my yard are dying. 
Even though the great Sequoias of Cali- 
fornia are 3,000 to 3,500 years old, they 
are dying. And they can go right on dy- 
ing, for any thing I can do. I am not 
disturbed. I believe the old Book, and 
know the whole scheme of life is in safe 
hands. 

I know there is one important thing that 
can never die, Ridgway’s soul that makes 
him William H. Ridgway. It was this 
body that began to die the day I was born, 
but it was the soul in my little body that 
began to live and has continued to be 
more alive every day, and will go on 
forever (John 3:15, 36). You see my 
Saviour holds the combination (“Keys”). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 

ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Patmos. 

Discussion: Let the fellows describe their 
disappointments; show them how they are 
“His appointments,” which if accepted “in 
the Spirit” will bring better things than 
any they had hoped for. 

Objective: “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 
13). 











AY, fellows, the little island of Patmos, 

where John the beloved Apostle wrote 
the words you are studying today, is in 
the Atgean Sea, east of Athens, southwest 
of Ephesus, and not a very great distance 
from the latter city. About ten miles long 
and six miles wide, it was very rocky and 
barren. It was not a place one would like 
to spend even a day—much less months 
or years. John did not choose it; he was 
exiled there. The last of the apostles to 
remain alive, he had grown very old and” 
weary of life, and longed for the summons 
to’ call him to Heaven where he might 
be again with Jesus his Master, whom he 
loved so dearly. He could doubtless look 
out upon the sea when, in describing 
Heaven, he exclaimed, “And there was no 
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more sea!” (Rev. 21:1.) There is no 
sea in Heaven, but a marvelously wonder- 
ful and beautiful river. : 

It was while John was held thus a pris- 
oner on that lonely island that he beheld 
wondrous things. He saw Jesus his Mas- 
ter in his glory, he heard his voice speak- 
ing in matchless tones, and was permitted 
to see deeper into the plans and mysteries 
of God than any other mortal man ever 
had seen. And because of John’s great 
vision on Patmos, the Book of Revelation 
as a beautiful capstone —a glorious climax 
— was added to our Bible; the world was 
enriched, and Christians everywhere and 
in all ages since have been permitted a 
glimpse of Heaven so beautiful and so 
lovely and so glorious that for multitudes 
life has been made sweeter while death has 
been robbed of its terror. 

Fellows, there is so much of mystery 
we cannot understand in this Book of the 
Revelation, and there is so much of won- 
der and beauty that we can understand, it 
would be foolish for us to try to cover 
even the first three chapters in brief space 
and time, so let me suggest to you just 
one big thought that comes out of the 
picture at first glance. If you will take it 
away with you, it will repay you in some- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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thing more precious than gold. It is this: 
The Lord chooses the lonely, hard places 
to reveal his most glorious things — places 
and circumstances you would not select, if 
you had your own way. I know two young 
fellows who have been buddies since they 
were babies; they are knit together like 
David and Jonathan; they are just through 
high school. Both are ambitious. But 
their ways must part now, for one is start- 
ing to college this fall, while the other 
must go to work and support his mother. 
It is a hard situation. That boy has all 
along looked forward to going through col- 
lege with his pal, but the bars are up, 
and he is confined to what seems a limited 
program. For the moment at least he is 
on a desert island; his style is cramped. 

But if that fellow can just accept the 
situation, go about his work trusting God 
to handle the matter, sooner or later the 
clouds will break and the sun will shine 
through. “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” “Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring it 
to pass.” “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles.” “Seest 
thou a man diligent in his business? he 
shall stand before kings” (Psa. 46: 10; 37: 
5; Isa. 40:31; Prov. 22:29). 

God took Moses out of the brilliance and 
activity of the Egyptian palace to the back- 
side of a desert to reveal to him the burn- 
ing bush with a vision of all the glorious 
service he had for him to perform; God 
removed Elijah from the thrilling achieve- 
ments of Mount Carmel to the desert and 
a cave to speak to him with his “still 
small voice”; God found Gideon trying to 
thresh his little harvest of wheat in a 
cramped place, hiding from the Midianites, 
and there opened up to him just about the 


most glorious experiences in victory that — 


any general ever knew; and so on. The 
Bible is full, history is full of such in- 
stances; but John, on the lonely, rocky, 
desert isle of Patmos, saw and heard most 
of all. Fellows, count it all joy when you 
get in a tight place; it is God’s method 
of holding you to teach you wondrous 
things. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


ORIS was an orphan who did not 

know that her father had an elder 
sister, wealthy and deaf. But one day 
Aunt Maud arrived while the boy friend 
was calling. When he discovered that 
the visitor was deaf, rudely he poured a 
torrent of words over the conversation be- 
tween Doris and her low-toned, well poised 
aunt. Soon Doris found herself shouting 
replies which she did not intend. 

Have you been trying to listen to the 
voice of Christ and to the voice of the 
tempter at the same time? Why not give 
Christ a private hearing? 

For centuries the tempter has been sug- 
gesting that the way to hear God is to 
go off by one’s self and “meditate.” Every 
false voice in the world makes much of 
this fact. But you must be sure that you 
meditate upon Christ if you are to hear 
the voice of the living Christ. If we are 
to give him the private hearing, we must 
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realize that no one can know apart from 
Christ, and no one can know Christ apart 
from the written Word of God which re- 
veals him. If this is clear to you then 
you will hear his voice clearly. 

How wonderful that our God has not 
left us without a way to his heart! God 
hath spoken! In Isaiah 48:16 we read, 
“Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I 
have not spoken in secret from the begin- 
ning.” In Genesis 18: 17 we hear the Lord 
say, “Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do?” 

In Hebrews 1: 1-3 we are reminded that 
in times past God spake through the 
prophets, but in these last times through 
his Son. Now that the Son has taken 
on flesh, he is God’s mouthpiece forever 
(John 1: 1-14). 

God has opened his heart to wus since 
Christ became the Door. 

Has it ever stirred your soul to think 
that Adam and Eve actually listened to the 
voice of the tempter after they had been 
enjoying the glorious fellowship of the liv- 
ing Christ? Then it makes us wish to 
be all the more alert to hear the voice 
of Christ. He speaks through his Word, 
and the Holy Spirit makes it real to us. 
When we read 1 Corinthians 2:9, let us 
always add verse 10. 

John 5:25, 28; 10:4, 7, 27, 28; 11: 40- 


44; 18:37; Galatians 2:20; Revelation 
3:20. If it isn’t in the Book, doubt the 
voice. 


OaxktanD, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Make a cross of brown cardboard. Also 
a poster with the rainbow colors, either 
painted or pasted on. On this draw the 
seven golden candlesticks, in a semicircle. 
Ot cards in rainbow shades for each 
child. ; 











HO was called the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, when He was on earth 
with his disciples? That’s right — John! 
John walked with the Lord up and down 
through Judza, Samaria, and Galilee; he 
was with him on the Sea of Galilee, on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, and in Geth- 
semane. And it was to John that Christ 
gave his mother, when he hung on Cal- 
vary’s cross. John saw him there, and 
he saw him after he rose from the dead, 
during the forty days Christ spent walk- 
ing and talking with the disciples. Then 
there was a day when the Lord and his 
disciples walked out to the Mount of 
Olives, and he said Good-by, and ascended 
out of their sight. 

Do you know how many people have 
seen the Lord Jesus since then? Three. 
Stephen, when he was stoned to death 
(Acts 7:56); Saul of Tarsus, on the way 
to Damascus (Acts 9: 1-6); and John the 
beloved disciple, on the isle of Patmos 
(Rev. 1). And not one of these three saw 
Christ as he had appeared on earth. They 
all saw him in his glory. 

We cannot even imagine this glory. 
Saul fell down blind after he saw it, and 
John fell as one dead. But we're using 
the rainbow to represent that glory. The 
candlesticks mean the believers, and Christ 
in all his glory was standing in the midst 
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of them when John saw him. He was 
praising them for their faith and love and 
good works, and condemning them for the 
wrong they were doing. And he knew all 
about every one of them, just as he knows 
all about each of us. 

And that’s our Memory Verse: “The 
Lord knoweth them that are his” (2 Tim. 
2:19b). Some day all the world will see 
Christ coming in power and glory; those 
who love him will be glad, but all others 
will be afraid. Will you be glad or sad? 

Moovesto, CALIF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 13) 


1. God the Father. The Lord Jesus Christ. 
His angel. His servant John. It was ad- 
dressed to the Lord’s “servants” (Rev. 1:1). 

2. Ephesus, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 

3. Smyrna, Philadelphia. 

4. Laodicea. 

5. Repent (Rev. 2:5, 16, 21; 3:3, 19). 

6. The coming of the Lord Jesus in power 
and in great glory may be stated as the theme 
(1:7). The central fact of this theme is the 
glorified Lord himself, who is the subject 
of the book from beginning to end. 


7. The thing rebuked over and over again 
is the toleration of evil, and coldness in de- 
votion to the Lord. These go together. The 
exhortation is to warm, zealous love for 
Christ, resulting in hatred of evil and of 
false doctrine. 


8. Ephesus was rebuked for losing her first 
love. Laodicea is neither -hot nor cold. That 
is, she lacks warm, zealous love for Christ. 

9. Moses, a fugitive, on the backside of 
the desert (Exod. 3:1); Joshua before Jeri- 
cho (Josh. 5: 13-15); Gideon, threshing his 
wheat in hiding from the Midianites (Judges 
6:11); little Samuel alone in his bed (1 
Sam. 3: 1-15); Elijah under the juniper tree 
and later in the mountain fastness (1 Kings 
19:4, 9); Saul on the Syrian plain, and Paul 
in the storm-tossed ship (Acts 9:3; 27: 23). 

10. “My brethren, count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations [testings]” 
(Jas: 223) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 20.—‘‘The Christmas Carol.” Prov. 
14:21; Pea. qr 32. 
Sunday, December 13 


My Appreciation of the Jew 
(Isa. 9:6; Luke 1 : 68-79) 





Mon.—-One sort of Jew (Matt. 

Tues.—The self-righteous Jew 
36-50). 

Wed.—A chosen people (Rom. 9: 1-5). 

Thurs.—Bearers of blessing (Gen. 12: 1-5). 

Fri.—Servant of God (Isa. 41 : 8-14). 

Sat.—Tke Jew of the open heart (Acts 
16 : 13-15). 


23 : I-19). 
(Luke 7: 











HEN asked to give one great rea- 

son why he believed the Bible to 
be the Word of God, a well known teacher 
replied simply, “The Jew.” 

He meant of course that when he looked 
at the Jew he saw the fulfillment of proph- 
ecy after prophecy in the Bible. Other 
nations have come and gone. But the 
Jew has persisted, in a large measure un- 
changed and unabsorbed, and is a living 
witness to the veracity of the Scriptures. 
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As Christians we owe a great debt of 
appreciation to the Jew. To Jews, hu- 
manly, speaking, we owe our Bible. The 
Old Testament was written entirely by 
Jews, and was preserved for thousands of 
years by them, so that it could be handed 
down to us today. Every writer of the 
New Testament was born a Jew, and 
received the heritage of all the best that 
Judaism had to offer. 


ve 
To the Jew, humanly speaking, we owe 
the Christian Church. The Church was 
established by the Lord Jesus, a Jew after 
the flesh. It was originally made up largely 
of men and women brought up and trained 
in the Jewish faith. Thus it inherited the 
flower and perfection of what God had 
begun in the Jewish race centuries before. 

4 


To the Jews, humanly speaking, we owe 
the Lord Jesus Christ. When God chose 
the one through whom his great love gift 
should be given, he chose a pure maiden 
of the Jewish race. And he planned it 
so that the Lord Jesus might grow up in 
a Jewish home under the care of a Jew- 
ish foster-father. 


To the Jew we owe a debt of appre- 
ciation for the sterling characters of the 
patriarchs,— men and women who dared 
to trust God in face of staggering oppo- 
sition. They were not faultless. But their 
trust in God and their zeal in serving 
him put us to shame, when we consider 
the dim light of revelation they had, com-. 
pared with the full blaze that we enjoy 
today. Think how impoverished we would 
be without the example of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, David, Dan- 
iel, and all the long line of prophets. 

vg 

To the Jews we owe a debt of appre- 
ciation because of his faithfulness in spread- 
ing the Gospel. You and I heard the 
Good News of the Lord Jesus because 
of Jews who dared shipwreck, torture, im- 
prisonment, and death in order to carry 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

ye 

But is it enough merely to recognize 
our debt of appreciation? God holds the 
Christian Church to something more than 
appreciation. She has a direct responsi- 
bility to the Jew. To the Church comes 
the Lord’s command to preach the Gos- 
pel to “every creature” and this includes 
the Jew. 

And the Church’s responsibility reaches 
farther. The Lord’s command concerning 
the preaching of the Gospel was that it 
was to be “to the Jew first” (Luke 24: 
47; Acts 1:8). God has not cast off his 
chosen people. Although he has had to 
lay them aside because of disobedience and 
willfulness and sin, he will one day re- 
sume his direct dealing with them. Mean- 
while he has committed to the Church 
the responsibility of reaching his chosen 
people with the Gospel. Paul, you will 
remember, was ever careful to carry the 
Gospel first to the synagogue when he 
visited a town or city. Only after the 
Jews refused to listen did he turn to the 
Gentiles. 

se 


What are we doing to reach the Jew 
with the Good News? All too often 
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Christians shun him and neglect him. Are 
there Jews in your town or community 
that your young people’s group can reach? 
Does your denomination have a Jewish 
mission near enough to enable you to help 
in the work there? Consult your pastor 
about this. 

Each of us can at least “pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem.” How often do you 
remember God’s chosen people in your 
prayers? We pray for other missionary 
efforts, but somehow we forget the one 
that is certainly near and dear to the 
heart of our heavenly Father. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


a Children at Home 


Lucille’s Dream 
By E. A. Knowlton 


Dang had to go to church alone. 
There was to be a missionary speaker 
at the church this morning, and Lucille’s 
father and mother had gone to the train 
to meet him. As the train was late, they 
had sent Lucille along ahead to tell the 
pastor that the missionary would be there 
later. 

Lucille did not like missionaries, she told 
herself. They were always telling about 
helping children of other lands, and she 
didn’t care about them anyhow! Why 
should she give her money that they might 
have missionaries? She wanted her money 
to buy candy and ice cream, and the old 
missionaries always made her feel that she 
ought to give it to them, and their work. 

Lucille gave her father’s message to 
the pastor, and then sat-down in the fam- 
ily pew, and listened drowsily to the soft 
strains of the beautiful organ, whose music 
she loved. Everything was still but the 
sound of the organ, for the people in 
that church did not talk aloud before the 
service, but sat silently worshiping until 
the service began. » 

Suddenly, in place of the church, she 
seemed to be standing at the gate of a 
garden. There was a high wall, and the 
gate was closed. But Lucille wanted to 
see what was inside, so she walked up to 
the gate, intending to see if she could open 
it, when it seemed to be opened by invisible 
hands, and she walked into the most beau- 
tiful garden she had ever dreamed of. It 
was fragrant with the scent of many 
flowers, and there were long paths bordered 
with roses. 

Down one of these paths she saw a 
group of people, and, as she came nearer, 
she saw it was a group of children gath- 
ered about Someone who was seated on 
a bench. She looked closely, and saw that 
the Person seated there looked familiar 
to her, but she could not think who he 
could be. How kind he looked! Just then 
he glanced up and saw Lucille, and smiled 
and held out his hand. The children looked 
around, and seeing her, made room for her 
near the One in the center of the group. 

She seemed to know some of the children 
gathered there. Several were from her own 
Sunday school! But not all. They did not 
all have faces the color of hers. Some 








were yellow — they belonged to little Chi- 
nese boys and girls; some were the faces 
of little people from India; some were 
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from Africa. How happy they looked! 
Then Lucille noticed that the Man~.who 
was talking to them seemed to like the 
little brown and black and yellow boys 
and girls just as well as those with white 
faces. And what was he saying? “Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

Lucille knew who ke was now. She had 
his picture on the wall of her own room! 

It seemed to her that he was saying: 
“Suffer the little brown, and black, and 
yellow, and white children to come unto 
me, for I love them all alike, and I need 
them all to make up my kingdom.” She 
looked again at the children. On every 
face was the same expression. They were 
looking adoringly up into the fave of the 
Speaker. Almost unconsciously they drew 
nearer to him, and in doing this, they had 
to draw nearer to each other, and it no 
longer seemed strange to Lucille that she 
should be standing beside a little Chinese 
girl, and that by her side was a small 
boy from India. The love that filled the 
heart of every boy and girl for the Speaker, 
gave to them also a feeling of kinship for 
each other. 

In her eagerness to hear every word he 
said, Lucille took the hand of the Chinese 
girl by her side, and pulled her up to 
the Speaker’s side, and was just about to 
say to him: “Now I know that the boys 
and girls of other lands want to know about 
you, too, and that they would love you just 
as much as I do, if they only knew you.” 

She opened her mouth to say the words, 
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OF CHOICE CHRISTIAN CARTOONS 
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“REVELATION” 


By WILLIAM R. NEWELL 


“‘Appropriate for Christians . . . to turn to its mysteries 
and learn what God had foreseen from the very begin- 
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b| tails. AcTUAL SAMPLES and “ sure-fire” 
money etting. plane. Send no money. 
H. J. Collin, PROGRESS TAILORING CO., t. 
M-128 500 South Throop Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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OUR HEARTS HAVE BEEN STIRRED 


MAY THE BLESSED HOLY SPIRIT 


690 Eighth Avenue Room 





Intense Suffering Still Exists Among the 
Christians in Soviet Russia! 


ING TO US FROM RUSSIA. THE FOLLOWING IS A RECENT ONE: 


Peace unto you! John 14:27. This is the second time I am writing you a letter. | 
suppose you did not get the first as I did not get an answer from you. Forgive me 
Sor writing such a long letter and disturbing you with my needs, but as Ihave no 
one else to turn to in my distress I am turning to you. 

My physical and economical conditions are indescribable. My dear family—three 
children and wife— are starving most of the time. I do not like to tell you any more 
about myself, but please, dear brother, in the name of the Lord, have mercy on m 
Jamily. Help my innocent, starving children as much as you can. My heart breaks 
ewhen I look into their pale faces, wearied by hunger. Please do not turn down my 
appeal, but help us, and the Lord will reward you. Yours in Christ, M. G. 


AND GIFTS IN BEHALF OF THESE NEEDY ONES. 
RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION 


REV. PETER PLESHKO, General Secretary 


AS WE READ THE APPEALS COM- 


GUIDE YOU IN YOUR PRAYERS 


506-S NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


BY WILI SMITH I 


Complete for Teachers of all Grades 
$2-909 postTPAID AT ALI 


63 VOLUME 


W.A.WILDE COMPANY PUBI 
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ROOKSTORES 


BOSTON: MASS.. 
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THE AMAzING BIBLE 
MONEY MAKING 
OPPORTUNITY 


MEN» WOMEN: Wanted boy copnbitched, suc- 
cessful firm now expanding. Experience in our 
field not necessary. Instructions and help fur- 
nished, Tell us all about yourself. Address, 
Sates Dert., 603 Philadeiphia Bible House, 
1211 Chestnut Street, Phi hia, Pa. 














ACHES ano PAINS 


“RUBBED-OUT’ 
Stiff joints, sore backs and aching mucles tob you 
Saat Chaceiniina auioiae otaaie ons bo 
“rubbed-out” with ee eee Ointment, the 

stimulation” method of relief. Rubin Cap-se-rub 


and you rub out pain. This marvelous remedy has 
i thoasnis eines 1916. We your 


money back ip fay eg ep doesn’t do what we say 
it . Send 50c ee 
825 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. Dept. “C”’. 


IMMENSITY 


GOD’S GREATNESS SEEN IN CREATION 


By CLARENCE H. BENSON 


Beautifully bound in patterned cloth embossed 
in silver. Ten chapters, 144 pages, profusely 
illustrated. A valued gift. Only $z.25 per copy. 


The Scripture Press °° Senso". 
and a few 
minutes’ thought 


A Postcard Haste tout 


TORREY’S Famous Vest-Pocxer Herr 


GIST OF LESSONS 1937 FREE 


If You Have Never Used It Before !— 


make a list (on a tcard will do) of 12 or more 
Sunday School teachers or officers of your acquaint- 
ance, and send it to us for an introductory copy of 
Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (International) 1937. 
Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


Exporting Jaffa Oranges 
from Palestine | 


Less than a generation ago, large 
wastes of sandy soil could be seen on 
the shores of the Mediterranean, 
north and south of Jaffa. Today 
the land has been transformed into 
flourishing orange groves bearing the 
famous Jaffa oranges, which are said 
to be “the finest in the world.” In 
1934 more than 7,000,000 boxes of 
oranges were exported from Pales- 
tine. As there is no natural harbor 
at Jaffa the boxes are put on barges 
and transferred to the steamers for 
shipment to foreign ports. A most 
interesting picture of this is shown 
in the Times Calendar. 


| The Times Wall Calendar 
of International Lessons 
and Day Verses 


Consists of twelve sheets, 9 x 16 ins., 
each containing a large picture of mod- 
ern Palestine, done in a rich sepia tone. 

Prices range from 30 cents each to 
$17 a hundred. The quantity prices 
offer an. excellent opportunity to earn 
extra income by selling the Calendar. 


Send 30 cents now for a copy, and 
descriptive price list. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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when she sat up with a start, for her 
mother’s hand was on her arm, gently shak- 
ing her. The congregation was standing 


.up to sing the opening hymn, and the mis- 


sionary had taken his place on the platform. 
Rockianp, Me. 





[With the New Books | 


Supplied! By Evelyn M. McClusky. 
(Fundamental Truth Publishers, Findlay, 
Ohio, $1.25 in cloth; 60 cents in paper.) 
“Because my study of ‘Supplied!’ in manu- 
script form last winter transformed my 
life, I am eager to see people everywhere 
receiving a similar blessing,” -wrote one 
enthusiastic reader of this book of Bible 
studies by the Director of the Miracle Book 
Club, whu has recently joined the Times’ 
staff of lesson writers. It is indeed full of 
rich, transforming truth. 

The Bible from Genesis to Revelation 
has been drawn upon freely, though the 
studies themselves might well be called an 
illuminating devotional commentary on the 
Book of Numbers. The typological teach- 
ing in that marvelous book is beautifully 
interpreted, unfolded, illustrated, and re- 
lated to all other Christian truth, and 
Christ in his beauty and glory is revealed 
throughout the whole. Some difficult or 
obscure passages are seen in a clearer light. 
Mrs. McClusky’s own vivid manner of im- 
parting spiritual truth in new and fresh 
ways makes more interesting even familiar 
things, and her ability to link up the Word 
with the life and thought of the present 
day will appeal to young people especially. 

There are vivid word pictures, quoted 
gems of spiritual verse, apt illustrations, 
and again and again the reader is brought 
face to face with a personal challenge. 
There are numerous Scripture references 
to follow out if one desires to make it 
the basis for a study of the Word. Its 
twenty-two chapters, with their brief topi- 
cal headings, might well be adapted as a 
study book for a group or an individual. It 
is a book to read and love, to meditate and 
to ponder upon. And the fourth book of 
the Pentateuch will never again seem dull 
or strange, but will become an invitation 
to a feast of good things “supplied” in 
Christ Jesus. 


Ruled by the Rudder. By Kathleen M. 
Macleod. (Pickering and Inglis, London, 
England, 2 shillings sixpence.) The lit- 
tle bronze statue of St. Ninian on the roof 
of the School Hall kept its secret for 
many years. Just what that secret was 
is told in the pages of this story of sev- 
eral English schoolboys. The title of the 
book refers to an old Scottish proverb 
which says: “He that winna be ruled by 
the rudder, maun be ruled by the rock.” 
One of these boys finds out, to his sor- 
row, the truth of the proverb, but in the 
end he is willing to submit to the rudder. 
The book has a Christian atmosphere, and 
there is plenty of excitement to appeal to 
boys of ten to fifteen, which make it a very 
desirable gift for Christmas or as a Sun- 
day school award. 


Gwyneth at Work. By Margaret P. 
Neill. (Pickering and Inglis, Glasgow, 
Scotland, two shillings sixpence.) There 
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was a real mystery about the great Manor 
House where no governess would stay for 
more than a month. Connie, the little or- 
phaned grandchild, was somewhat of a prob- 
lem but not the greatest, as Gwyneth soon 
learned when she decided that by God’s 
help she would stay in the unhappy place 
until she was able to do something for 
the lonely little girl. It was all because 
she was one of the four girls who called 
themselves “Sploancos,” a word coined 
from the first two letters of spiders, locusts, 
ants, and coneys, the four small creatures 
referred to as examples in the Book of 
Proverbs. They were Christians trying 
to live as Christ would have them live, 
and their lives and testimony brought bless- 
ing to others. The story is bright and 
intriguing, and of interest to young girls. 
The setting is English. 


With Fife and Drum. By Florence Wal- 
ton Taylor. (Albert Whitman and Co., 
Chicago, $1.50.) When Sam and Danny 
Harrison started on the long trek from 
Illinois to Santa Fe, away back in the 
1830’s, among their most treasured pos- 
sessions were a fife and drum. The story 
of how the two boys, with their sick 
mother, joined a great caravan of wagons 
that journeyed for many days and finally 
reached the goal, is a tale to delight the 
heart of a boy. They crossed flooded 
rivers; they met a herd of buffalo, which 
gave them the fresh meat that they needed 
so badly. But most thrilling of all was 
their encounter with a band of hostile 
Indians. It was a happy thought of the 
leader of the caravan to get the two boys 
to play on their fife and drum until the 
Indians became friendly and willingly ex- 
changed gifts with the white men. They 
had some terrifying experiences also. The 
whole story is an interesting sidelight on 
American history. 


$e 
Life Begins At... ? 


By Dr. E. J. Pace. (Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, Box 388, Findlay, 
Ohio, 50 cents.) 


HANDSOMELY printed volume 

brings together more than seventy of 
the cartoons drawn by Dr. E. J. Pace for 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes. The book 
bears the title, “Life Begins At. . .?” The 
inner title page has the fuller title: “Life 
Begins the Moment—You Receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Your Saviour and 
Your Sovereign.” 

The volume as a whole is a unique mes- 
sage of salvation which will reach many 
hearts in a new way. Dr. Pace tells, in 
the sequence of these bold, revealing pic- 
tures, not only when life begins but also 
how; he shows who our Saviour is, what 
he has done, and what the sinner must do 
with this Saviour or be lost forever. 

The Foreword has been written by Dr. 
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WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE 
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FLORIDA BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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Trumbull, Editor of Tae Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, who says, in part: 

“Several characteristics of Dr. Pace’s 
work will be noted as refreshing and most 
unusual. He is a master of his art; his 
cartoons rank with the best secular work- 
manship of our day, and he has been offered 
strong inducements to draw cartoons for 
the most widely circulated newspapers in 
America. But with his genius for true 
artistry he is also absolutely true to the 
Word of God. His pictures throw a flood 
of light on the Scriptures, because they 
are illuminated by the Book and its Author. 

“To these gifts are added a genius for 
setting things in sharp, unforgettable con- 
trasts, or again in convincing parallelisms, 
Truth and falsehood are set over against 
each other, sin and righteousness, law and 
grace, God’s part and man’s part in salva- 
tion, the First Adam and the Last Adam. 
There is inexorable, caustic exposure of 
the deadly teachings of Modernism. There 
is glorious yet simple expression of the 
wonder and beauty of God’s love, as in 
‘The Bible in a Nut-Shell’ (page 11). 

“Here is a book of rare workmanship, 
absorbing interest, and priceless value.” 

The many Christian workers who have 
been using Dr. Pace’s cartoons with marked 
blessing will be interested to know that 
the publications of the Gospel Truth Poster 
Service have been taken over by the Fun- 
damental Truth Publishers, Box 388, Find- 
lay, Ohio, and sample packages of Dr. 
Pace’s cartoon tracts may be had from 
these publishers for 25 cents in stamps. 

Here is an interesting word from an 
evangelist who conducted street meetings 
during the two summers of the Century 
of Progress Exposition in Chicago. The 
first summer he used many thousands of 
tracts consisting of printed matter only; 
these were distributed, and the evangelist 
found that the streets would be white with 
such tracts thrown away—a_ waste of 
money. The second summer he secured 
some 45,000 of Dr. Pace’s’ cartoon 
tracts and distributed these to the pass- 
ing throngs. After the crowds had 
gone, he could find scarcely a score of 
tracts on the pavements. This is an elo- 
quent and practical testimony to the value 
of cartoon tracts. People will look at 
pictures almost instantly —and when they 
begin looking at one of Dr. Pace’s car- 
toons, they do not stop, as a rule, until 
after the lesson has gone home. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 7 to 13 

Mon.—Revelation 1 : 9-18. 
Seeing the Glorified Jesus. 
Prayer SucGestions: “Every eye shall 
see him” (v. 7). We shall behold the 
brightness of his majesty. As did John, 
we, too, shall prostrate ourselves before 
his shining countenance. “Thine eyes shall 
see the king in his beauty” (Isa. 33:17). 
In joyful anticipation of that glorious con- 
summation, we now bow before him in 
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adoration. Even now we may say: “Bless- 


ing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- — 


giving, and honour, and power, and might,” 
be unto our glorified Lord who liveth for- 
ever and ever. What rapture to see HIM! 
Pray for the Gospel Missionary Union, 
1841 E. Seventh Street, Kansas City, Mo. 


Tues.—Acts 1: 6-11. The Ascension. 

Prayer Succestions: “God is gone up 
with a shout” (Psa. 47:5). Our blessed 
Creator who tabernacled among men, and 
made atonement for our sins, has returned 
to his heavenly throne. He went up with 
a shout; and will come again with a 
“shout” (1 Thess. 4: 16). He who ascended 
for our representation will come again for 
our glorification. We, too, shall rise from 
the dead and go to be with God. His 
ascension assures ours. Pray for Hough- 
ton College, Houghton, N. Y. 


Wed.—Acts 7 : 54-60. Stephen’s Vision. 

Prayer Succestions: “He ... saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God.” Observe the accuracy 
of the Scriptures. His vision perfectly 
agrees with revelation. Christ as regards 
his redeeming work is now seated; but for 
intercessory work and advocacy he is stand- 
ing —“on the right hand of God.” The 
adversary accuses, but Christ pleads. With 
the eye of faith we, too, may see him as 
he is engaging in his advocacy for us. 
Pray for Friends of Armenia, 47 Victoria 
Street, London, S. W. 1, Eng. 


Thurs.—Philippians 2 : 5-11. The Exalted Christ. 

PraYER SuGGESsTIONS: God raised Christ 
from the dead, and set him “at his own 
right hand . . . far above all principality, 
and power” (Eph. 1:20, 21). By right 
the highest seat that Heaven affords is 
his. He sits at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. He that is of Heaven 
is above all others of any name either in 
Heaven above, on earth beneath, or in the 
abodes of the dead. He that descended is 
the same also that ascended that he might 
fill all things. “God hath made that same 
Jesus, . . . both Lord and Christ” (Acts 
2:36). “He is Lord of all” (10: 36). His 
crowns are many! His Kingdom eternal, 
and his sway universal. He is thy Lord! 
Worship thou him. Pray for the American 
Sunday School Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Fri.—Revelation 22:1-5. The River of Life. 
PRAYER SucGcestions: “The river of 
God, which is full of water” (Psa. 65:9). 
We shall one day gather at “the river that 
flows from the throne of God.” Down 
here “watering places” have a great attrac- 
tion for the sons of men. To many they 
are rivers of death; but the river that 
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BOOKS F R E E Ministers 


Why God Used D. L. Moody 
By R. A. Torrey 
The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody 


By Paul D. Moody and A. P. Fitt 
These twe books will be given to the first rooo min- 
isters who will agree to conduct a ‘* Moody Day” 
service on Sunday, February 7, 1937, and will preach 


an appropriate soomnee in observance of the Cen- 
tenary of D. L. Moody’s birth. 


Write A. F. Gaylord, Director 
D. L. Moody Centenary Celebrations 
The Moedy Bible Institute of Chicago 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILL. 








THE CIGARETTE TREE 


A big cigarette is popgiied. From it a tree, two feet 

high is drawn. Colo fruit represents evil of the 

Cigarette. Author describes a hanging on a twin gal- 

lows of two men at end of cigarette Price for 
klet and all objects, 25 cents. 


boo! obj 
ARNOLD CARL WESTPHAL - Salem, Ohio 


Are YOU This Person ? 


Christian man (ors woman); » 18-60 (sa for eS living in 
city or town; free all or part of ay; F reac mission- 
ary in spirit; eager to promete the Gospel in own or near- 
by community; g fai cial remuneration. 


If So, We Need YOU! 


Ask Posted. obligation) for Bwcpriced, beaks ° colpert, 
mad jow- s by note 


work—the oeltng of riced boo 
Christian authors. Please mention th 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE A ASS’N 
837 N. Wells, Chicago, Illinois’ 
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flows from the heavenly sanctuary is a 
river of life, Eternal residence by that 
stream is God’s provision for you. “Yes, 
we'll gather at the river” that makes glad 
the city of our God. Pray for the Bible 
Lands Gospel Mission, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Revelation 21: 1-5. The New Jerusalem. 

Prayer Succestions: “John saw the 
holy city.” We, too, shall see that city 
which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. Abraham, the father of 
the faithful “looked for that same city.” 
All who follow in his footsteps of faith 
will dwell with the Lamb forever more. 
Our Saviour is now over there. He is 
building “many mansions.” Visualize the 
blissful meetings! Meditate on its rav- 
ishing delights! Imagine yourself there! 
Pray for the New York Jewish Mission, 
2654 Marion Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 15 : 35-44. 

“Man’s Fairest Hope.” 

Prayer Succestions: “We shall be like 
him” (1 John 3:2). A body “like unto 
his glorious body” is our Lord’s ideal for 
his saints. When we bear his likeness our 
fondest hopes will all be realized. Here 
we suffer from weakness, incompleteness, 
and unrealized ideals. There in deathless, 
eternal youth, we shall wear the glory of 
the Lord. Strength for service, knowledge 
for ministries, time for accomplishments 
will be our blessed possessions forever. The 
mind hath not conceived what God hath 
_ prepared for them that love him. Pray 
for the Association of Baptists for Evan- 
gelism in the Orient, 1300 Schaff Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, 
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How to Observe 
Universal Bible Sunday 


NTO how many languages have the Scrip- 

tures been translated? Few Christians 
could answer this offhand, and one rea- 
son for their uncertainty is the fact that 
the number increases each year. The 
latest totai, given in recent publications of 
the American Bible Society, is 972, and 
what a wonderful story of perseverance 
lies hidden in that figure! 

That record of Scripture translation is 
just one of the many interesting facts given 
in a leaflet entitled “It Happened Last 
Year,” and published. by the American 
Bible Socisty. And this leaflet is just one 
of many that may be had from the Society 
to aid pastors and Sunday school super- 
intendents in preparing suitable services for 
the observance of Universal Bible Sunday, 
which this year will be December 6. 

The Society is prepared to lend a free 
Scripture exhibit, consisting of about two 
dozen cards in four different colors, each 
containing a page from a foreign language 
Scripture volume, This attractive set of 
cards can be used to supplement an exhibit 
of Bibles secured localiy, and will add to 
such an exhibit a missionary atmosphere 
reminding those who view it of the Bible’s 
world-wide use and ministry. 

There are two stereopticon lectures, of 
fifty and forty-seven slides each, showing 
the various processes involved in translat- 
ing, printing, and distributing the Scrip- 
tures and how'the Book goes forth through 
the efforts of the Society’s colporteurs. The 
Scripture exhibit and the  stereopticon 
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wrt happier event has occurred in all history than the birth of Christ ‘in Bethlehem? Jo 
unspeakable and peace most satisfying have come to in¢:viduals of all nations through this 
Divine gift. Clouds have lifted, smiles have replaced frowns, burd have di 


OR more than 100 years now, it has been the custom of the AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION to make a special Christmas appeal on behalf of the under-privileged boys and girls of 


At THIS season may we not consider the drab lives of many of the boys and girls of our rural 
areas, who know little or nothing of this most sacred stor, and who would love to hear sung 
again and again that song heard by the shepherds in the Judean hills? 


sad little taces brighten up when our missionaries 
eart would be touched and you would thank God for the 
special privilege of sharing in such a glorious God-given task. 
but added joy and happiness through gifts given to those less for- 
Siaation per a ejfts more casey than 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. They are regarded as a sacred trust. 
efforts of our missionaries plus the splendid cooperation of Christian 
will make Christmas Day a beogier and more significant day to many thousands of these 


Lord should inspire a desire in your heart to have at 
+ se: a small share in this work, a card to the National Office or to any District Office will bring 


UR “Sponsorship Plan” affords a splendid opportunity for intelligent giving with personal con- 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


-) Christmas | 
- Carols, 

es “Home, Sweet 
Rome,” Sung 
Even Here! 





pp d, and the Light 


does the 

















(Lesson for Dec. 13) Nov. 28, 1936 


slides may be obtained from any of the dis- 
trict offices of the American Bible Society. 
There is no rental charge, and they will 
be sent postpaid, free, the user paying the 


‘return transportation charges and insur- 


ance, 

In addition, there are other interesting 
leaflets to be obtained from the Society, such 
as: ‘Where to Look in the Bible,” giving 
texts or passages to help in time of need; 
“A Bible Alphabet,” giving a verse for 
every letter in the alphabet; a sample card 
of revised Braille, showing John 14:6 in 
type that the blind can read; and a pam- 
phlet, “We Need the Bible,” by Charles 
G. Trumbull, Editor of the Times. 

In view of the commemoration last year 
of the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the 
first printed English Bible, and the celebra- 
tion in 1934 of a similar anniversary of 
the completion of Martin Luther's transla- 
tion, the aim of this year’s Bible Sunday, 
as suggested by the Society, will be to 
stimulate a greater use of the Bible, and 
to encourage those who have it to share 
with others. The literature and exhibits 
and suggestions on how to observe Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday may be obtained by 
writing to the new home of the American 
Bible Society, at Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and Fifty-seventh Street, New York, 
N. Y. 


Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitir E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
Cuarres GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable im 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage, 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in ciubs, 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 


: Christian Y outh 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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